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A few words from the President…
The summer months are usually a time of relative calm for a number of voluntary organizations, including the
Marstons Mills Historical Society, but that was not true for the summer of 2017! We began with a fascinating
Conversation about the Past of the Mills event for the last regular meeting of the year, in June. From the account
included in this issue, it is easy to see the important mix of individuals, as well as their different experiences in
the Village; a special guest was Francis (Sam) Crowley, who lived in the village between1935 and 1940, along
with Lena Childs, Barbara Hill, Vivian Cushing, and Claire Melix—all of whom have lived in the village
continuously, but during somewhat different time periods. Jim Gould ably filled the role of Moderator for this
experience, helping the participants connect memories with each other in some cases. A DVD is available for
viewing the event; contact David Martin to borrow a copy if you want to see it again or if you missed it “live.”
In July, the Society officially inaugurated its professional signs marking the sites of the six original factories in
the village: Lime Kiln, Grist Mill, Hydro-electric Plant, Fulling Mill, Sawmill and Tarpit. Interested visitors may
now take a self-guided tour of these sites by helping themselves to a free brochure and map, which is available
at the Grist Mill site on the east side of Route 149, just opposite the Mill Pond near the corner of Route 28. A
grant from the Cooperative Bank of Cape Cod significantly aided this project.
Separately, several markers for historic houses have been placed, in each case telling the original, or most wellknown owner’s name, as well as the approximate date of construction according to historic records. These
houses’ dates range from about 1690 to the mid-1850’s. Anyone living in an historic house who may wish to
have such a sign (cost is usually only $50) may contact David Martin to arrange the needed documentation, as
well as the creation and positioning of the actual sign.
The original 1932 oil painting of the Luther Hamblin house on Newtown-Santuit Road now hangs for public
enjoyment on long-term loan at the Cooperative Bank of Cape Cod office in the Mills Shopping Center, while
a high-quality reproduction of the painting hangs in the original home, now owned by Harry and Terry Rigollet.
Of Cape-wide interest is the unified effort among Barnstable, Yarmouth and Dennis (with representation from
our Society) to obtain Community Preservation Funds for the digitization of the back issues of The Register; if
the project succeeds, the already-digitized Barnstable Patriot and the newly-digitized Register will present a
complete balance of historic editorial viewpoints on historic issues on Cape Cod.
Finally, the long effort to return the original historic name of Crocker Pond to what had become known as
Muddy Pond in the 19th century, has proceeded at the state level. The first of three legislative hearings was
held in mid-August at the State House, supported by Rep. Randy Hunt. The Environmental Committee of the
Legislature gave the proposal unanimous support; two more stages are necessary before the renaming can be
official. Prior support was given by the Society, the Village Association, the Homestead Neighborhood
Association and the Town Council.
Thus, summer has indeed not been a time of “relaxation” for our Society!!

-David Martin, President

The Mission of the Marstons Mills Historical Society is to foster an interest in the story of our
village. We preserve historical images, documents and artifacts, research historic resources and
support educational opportunities for all ages for villagers and other interested persons, in order to
better understand and appreciate the past, present and future of Marstons Mills.

Coming Events…
Sunday, September 10, Village Day Display of Historic Society materials (11am-3pm)
 Tuesday, September 12, Regular Meeting at the Library, 2:30pm
 Tuesday, October 10, Regular Meeting at the Library, 2:30pm
 Tuesday, November 14, Regular Meeting at the Library, 2:30pm.
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MEMBERSHIP FORM

BOOK STORE



I / we wish to join the Society and enclose payment
for my / our Individual Membership(s) at $15 each.

Images of America: Marstons Mills. An Arcadia

Publication written by local historians James Gould
and Vivian Cushing. Limited signed copies. View this
publication at marstonsmillshistorical.org/publications.



Available for purchase at MMPL.

NOTE: prices of some books have been reduced!

Explore! Contemporary Marstons Mills, Cape Cod
A limited edition, full-color book by Sandra Bolton.
Mail a check payable to MMHS for $32 plus $5
shipping and handling to P.O. Box 1375, Marstons
Mills MA 02648. Also available by emailing
boltonslanding@comcast.net, subject line: order book.

Comments and articles for submission
should be sent to
astephens@clamsnet.org.
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$250

$150

$75

$25

$10

Other ______

Name: ________________________________________
Street / POB: ___________________________________
City: ______________________________ State: ______

Cut out and return to the address on the bottom of the form.

The MMHS meets on the second Tuesday
of every month at 2:30 p.m. at Marstons
Mills Public Library. All are welcome!

I / we wish to make a charitable contribution to the
Society to support the development of its Village Archives
and the Preservation of its Collection.

Zip: _____________ E-mail: ______________________



I / we wish to be notified about MMHS Meetings.

The Marstons Mills Historical Society is
a 501 (c) 3 Charitable Organization

P.O. Box 1375 Marstons Mills, MA 02648
marstonsmillshistorical.org

MILL SITE SIGNS ARE INAUGURATED

Two of six signs marking the sites of historic factories and mills in Marstons Mills. Photos by David Martin.
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SAM CROWLEY REMEMBERS...
Francis "Sam" Crowley of Groton,
Connecticut was a panel member at the
June 2017 Society meeting, recalling his
experiences of living in Marstons Mills in
the late 1930's. Excerpts of his engaging
narrative are included below.
"1935 - 1940: The Airfield was grass with no
runways. There were two metal hangars on
the north side of the field, and in between,
the Danforths brought an old windmill and
had it erected between the hangars. There
was only a wind sock on one of the hangars
and no lighting or radio facilities. There was
a horse stable and a horse riding exercising
ring north of the two hangars and
the windmill. I would guess that the stable
could accommodate eight to ten horses and
that there were two stable hands. Hilma, Mrs. Marstons Mills Historical Society President, David Martin, chats with Sam
Crowley, invited guest from Connecticut and a past resident of Marstons
Danforth, got their family/children into
Mills, prior to the taping of the video: Conversations 2017: Memories of
riding horses and entering into local horse
competitions. Mother and I were invited to Marstons Mills. Photo by Sandra Bolton.
exercise the horses, and there was one so
called "Western" (ie, smaller horse), which I rode. Once, I fell trying to mount the Western horse. I was not hurt, but I
cried and did not want to try to get back on my horse. However, the stable hand and my mother insisted that I mount
and ride the horse, which I did.
Later than 1935, the Danforths purchased a classic Cape Cod cottage adjacent to the east side of the Air Field. In 1939
or 1940, we stayed later than usual at the Cape. The Danforths had us stay at the cottage, and I went to a different
school from our house on Main Street. There was a Finnish family on a small farm across the street (Route 149) who
had a son my age who was my play mate (I do not remember his name), and we rode the same bus to school. One
Saturday, my play mate's mother came over to our house and invited me to the male component of the family weekly
steam bath. At first, my mother was taken aback that I was too dirty, but then she realized that the invitation was an
"honor." It was a great experience for me. The cottage had no central heating system; we used portable kerosene
heaters to supplement the several fireplaces.
1930/31 -1940: Description of Danforth's Airplanes
* 1930/31 - 1935: BELLANCA CH-300. This was a high wing metal/fabric plane, with a 330 horsepower radial
engine that could cruise at 150 mph with a pilot and up to five passengers. The Bellanca was kept at the Hyannis
Airport in the summer.
* 1935 - April 1, 1938: NORTHRUP DELTA. Along with the Danforth Airport, Mr. D., on my father's
recommendation, bought a new all metal Northrup Delta, which had a 750 horsepower radial engine and could cruise
at 200 mph, which was competitive with the newly developed DC 3 commercial airliner. Mr. D. ordered a custom
interior, which included a full length couch/berth, plus six passenger seats and a toilet. The Northrup was my father's
"pride and joy." Unfortunately on April Fools Day, 1938, the Northrup was totally destroyed in a Miami, FL airport
hangar fire. Dad was devastated.
*1938/1939: STINSON RELIANT. As a "quick" replacement for the Northrup, on Dad's recommendation, Mr. D.
bought a new, smaller high wing metal and fabric Stinson Reliant for the summer trips to Cape Cod. The Stinson only
had room for three passengers, plus the pilot, with no toilet or couch. The Stinson had a 445 horsepower radial engine
and could only cruise at 150 mph. It was meant to be a short term replacement for the summer of 1938, but ended up
being Mr. D.’s plane for 2 years.
*1940 - ???: HOWARD "DGA” ("Damn Good Airplane"). By the summer of 1940, the Stinson was replaced by
the high wing Howard DGA, which was somewhat faster and could squeeze four passengers plus the pilot. The metal
and fabric covered Howard DGA had a 460 horsepower radial engine and a cruising speed of 170 mph. (I do not know
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Seated from left: Barbara Hill, Vivian Cushing, Claire Parker Melix, Lena Childs, Sam Crowley. Standing from left: David
Martin, Jim Gould. The conversation took place at the Marstons Mills Public Library. Photo courtesy Marina Davalos/
Barnstable Patriot.

CONVERSATIONS ABOUT THE VILLAGE

On June 13, 2017 the library hosted a memorable gathering of Marstons Mills residents that exchanged dialogue about
the "good old days" as children growing up in the Mills, as well as raising a family there mid-century. Tales were told of
the days of yore with the farms, fresh eggs, cows’ milk, chickens and roosters cock-a-doodlin' at the crack of dawn,
how they all kept each other warm during harsh winters and trudged to school or hitched a ride on the milk wagon to
the one room school house. Many are ninety-years plus and knew each other as kids. As rugged as life was back in the
day, they are all living to a ripe old age and look great. The video is available for viewing at the Marstons Mills Public
Library or on Channel 99 Cape Media.
-by Sandra Bolton
SAM CROWLEY REMEMBERS continued...

how long Mr. D. kept the Howard DGA, as my father was recalled to active duty in the U.S. Army Air Corp in the
summer of 1941 and was sent overseas to England in 1942.)
1935 -1940: My Father's "Support" Activities for Flights to and from the Danforth Airport.
*1935 - 1937: Stable Hands Support to Provide Fire Protection for Starting the Northrup. The Northrup Delta's
770 horsepower radial engine exhaust had the potential to start a fire, so a stable hand would come down with a large
fire extinguisher on a cart and stand by while Dad started the engine, which required turning the engine over with the
magneto off to prime each cylinder with aviation gasoline. When he was ready, he would flip the magneto on, resulting
in a one-to-two foot exhaust fire. This was quite exciting for me to watch as a young child. To my recall Dad never
had an uncontrolled fire.


1935 - 1940: My Father's Short Wave COIL Radio at Our House. My father acquired a

continued on page 6
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SANDY SNEAKERS WALKS THE VILLAGE
WOW, word has it a film is in the brew. A short screenplay is in
Homegrown Mills Hopscotch
pre-production mode that will show Marstons Mills as a backdrop.
The short screenplay to be produced in concert with the Cape
Media Center written by Sandra Lee Bolton a local resident.
Psst…just between you and me and everyone else I tell, it is a slice
of life garnished with hope and humor. Visit
screenwriterinmotion.com.

SAM CROWLEY REMEMBERS continued...

three-component short wave radio that had a supply of coils to plug into the broadcast component to receive Federal
weather reports, overseas broadcasts and other specialty radio bands not available on a standard commercial radio. We
could get the BBC from London, England to follow the start of WWII in 1938/39 and the Navy's rescue operations in
1939 to save some of the crew on the sunken USS 296 SQUALUS Submarine off of the Isle of Shoals.
* 1935 - 1940: My Father Using My Mother for Local Marston Mill Weather Reports. Occasionally, when flying
into Danforth Airport, my father would telephone my mother to get accurate and current weather forecasts/conditions in
Marston Mills. He had given her instructions of how to make her report.
* 1935 -1940: My Mother Arranging for Friends to Drive to the Airport for Night Landings. Since there was no
lighting at the Danforth Airport, Dad would call my mother to get several friends to drive out to the Airport and park
their cars in specified positions where he could judge where to land. Dad would fly in and circle the Airport, which was
the signal for the cars to turn on their headlights. (To be continued in the next Marston’s Grist!)
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