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A few words from the President…
As we embark on another fall season, we look back on a busy summer and a different but equally busy autumn
ahead. During the summer, we attached another historic house sign, as reported elsewhere in this issue, and we
enjoyed reading about the important citation of our member, Nancy Shoemaker, for all of her significant
historical work. We also made an interesting historical discovery—a highly unusual gravestone in the Marstons
Mills Cemetery, and, in addition, enjoyed a historical talk in June by author Jack Sheedy.
Ahead is the official renaming of one of Marstons Mills’s historic bodies of water, our presence at the annual
Village Day in the village, an interesting talk in October by Craig Chartier about archeological projects under
way on the Cape and another interesting talk in November by Meadow Hilley on stories of historic Cape Cod
sea captains. We continue to seek houses of more than 100 years old that owners would like to have marked
for their historical importance after a search for documentation of original owners. Do join in our Society’s
activities—we meet every 2nd Tuesday of the month at 2:45 p.m. at the Marstons Mills Public Library.
-David Martin, President

THE HISTORY OF AVIATION ON CAPE COD
At its Annual Meeting for 2018, the Marstons Mills
Historical Society enjoyed a thorough presentation by
Nancy Shoemaker on the history of aviation on Cape Cod,
with a particular focus on the story of the Marstons Mills
Airfield.

Airport. On June 17, 1928, pilot Alton Sherman would be
the first to land at the new airfield. After Ayling’s death in
a boating accident, his father Charles transferred the
company to Russell Boardman (his brother Earle was a
well-known bootlegger).

Cape Cod aviation began with Chatham’s Naval Air
Station of 1917, housing dirigibles for spotting World War
One enemy U-boats off the Cape coast. Local aviation
history continued with the flight of four Navy Curtiss
flying-boats, designed by Glenn Curtiss. These were
seaplanes that, in 1919, were competing to make the first
transatlantic flight. The NC-4 was the only plane to safely
reach Lisbon, Portugal, but not before stopping for repairs
on Pleasant Bay in Chatham. It would be eight years later
that Lindberg flew 3,600 miles across the Atlantic in 1927.

A historic flight from New York to Istanbul that broke the
distance record of a non-stop transatlantic flight had a
Cape Cod connection. The pilots (Russell Boardman and
Johnnie Polando) had trained at the Hyannis airfield and
named their plane “Cape Cod.” The plane landed in
Istanbul with 15 minutes of fuel left. Polando had to crawl
out to the back of the plane to put extra weight on the tail
so that the plane could land safely.

In 1928, Robertson (Bob) Ayling, son of wealthy business
man and Centerville resident Charles Lincoln Ayling,
purchased 57 acres of land west of the old Mary Dunn
Road, which marked the beginnings of what is today the
Barnstable Municipal Airport—known also as Hyannis

Known at first as Cape Cod Airport, the Marstons Mills
Airfield was inaugurated on July 4, 1929 with much fanfare
and celebration, including a parachute drop. The Skyways
Flying School for parachuting used the airfield. An
interesting photograph shows a biplane from the airfield,
with its wings folded back, being towed to the gasoline
station at Cash Market because that was
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The Mission of the Marstons Mills Historical Society is to foster an interest in the story of our
village. We preserve historical images, documents and artifacts, research historic resources and
support educational opportunities for all ages for villagers and other interested persons, in order to
better understand and appreciate the past, present and future of Marstons Mills.

Coming Events…







Saturday, September 8 @5:00 p.m. - Official Renaming of Crocker Pond, Olde Homestead Drive
Sunday, September 9, 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. - Village Day and MMHS Booth
Tuesday, September 11 @2:45 p.m. - Regular Meeting of MMHS, Library
Tuesday, October 9 @2:45 p.m. - Regular Meeting of MMHS at the Library
Featured Speaker: Craig Chartier, Archeological Projects
Tuesday, November 13 @2:45 p.m. - Regular Meeting of MMHS at the Library
Featured Speaker: Meadow Hilley, Sea Captains of Cape Cod
Tuesday, December 11 @2:45 p.m. MMHS Annual Meeting at the
Library

MMHS OFFICERS
President: David Martin
Vice-President: Robert Frazee
Secretary: Jim Gould
Treasurer: Bebe Brock

MEMBERSHIP FORM


I / we wish to join the Society and enclose payment
for my / our Individual Membership(s) at $15 each.

BOOK STORE
Images of America: Marstons Mills. An Arcadia



Publication written by local historians James Gould
and Vivian Cushing. Limited signed copies. View this
publication at marstonsmillshistorical.org/publications.

Available for purchase at MMPL.

I / we wish to make a charitable contribution to the
Society to support the development of its Village Archives
and the Preservation of its Collection.

NOTE: prices of some books have been reduced!

$250

$150

$75

$25

$10

Other ______

Explore! Contemporary Marstons Mills, Cape Cod
A limited edition, full-color book by Sandra Bolton.
Mail a check payable to MMHS for $32 plus $5
shipping and handling to P.O. Box 1375, Marstons
Mills MA 02648. Also available by emailing
boltonslanding@comcast.net, subject line: order book.

Comments and articles for submission
should be sent to
astephens@clamsnet.org.
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Street / POB: ___________________________________
City: ______________________________ State: ______

Cut out and return to the address on the bottom of the form.

The MMHS meets on the second Tuesday
of every month at 2:45 p.m. at Marstons
Mills Public Library. All are welcome!

Name: ________________________________________

Zip: _____________ E-mail: ______________________



I / we wish to be notified about MMHS Meetings.

The Marstons Mills Historical Society is
a 501 (c) 3 Charitable Organization

P.O. Box 1375 Marstons Mills, MA 02648
marstonsmillshistorical.org

RESTORING A POND’S HISTORIC NAME
The pond near the Olde Homestead area, just west of
River Road, has had several names in its history.
Some past records are rather vague; there is a
possibility that one original name was Round Pond. It
had the name Crocker Pond during part of the 19th
century, connected with the Isaac Crocker Farm
bordering the pond, which dates from about 1750
(an approved historic marker designates that Farm
today from the road). Subsequently, it may have had
the name Hog Pond, although that designation is on
a pond located in Sandwich. In the latter 19th
century, a different body of water to the east of River
Road had the name Muddy Pond; that body of water
eventually dried up and is now associated with a
cranberry bog. At that point, for some unknown
reason, the name Muddy Pond was transferred to
Crocker Pond and began to appear on maps dating
from the late 19th century to close to the present.
On the other hand, residents of the region known as
The Homestead have found that architectural plans
for their homes, dating from 1987, used the name

Crocker Pond for that body of water. Through the
efforts of the Homeowners’ Association and the
Historical Society, a proposal for replacing the name
Muddy Pond with the historically designated name of
Crocker Pond was developed. Because the pond is a
“Great Pond” (under the administration of the State),
that proposal then went to the Village Association,
then the Town Council and finally to the State
Legislature. The entire process took about 18
months, until the State Legislature in late 2017 finally
officially approved the renaming of the pond as
Crocker Pond, as an attachment to another piece of
unrelated legislation. On Saturday, September 8,
Representative Randy Hunt, who sponsored the bill
for the renaming, will be at a gathering of residents
whose homes border the pond to unveil a new sign
that designates the restoration of the historic name.
Anyone wishing to attend should be at the Common
Area on the north side of Olde Homestead Drive at
5:00 p.m. for the short ceremony.

CYRUS B. JONES HOUSE
In August 2018, the Society finished researching the history of another historic house and installing the appropriate
sign. The house stands at 71 Prince Avenue and is currently owned by the Webber family. Careful investigation onsite was carried out during the past summer by Bob Frazee, Past President and current Vice-President of the Society.
A building has stood on that site since at least the middle of the 19th century, and a structure was rebuilt in 1901.
Known locally and informally as the “Old Prince House,” it carries the name designation of Cyrus B. Jones, the
owner in 1901; the Jones family has been connected with the Mills for multiple generations.

A SAD AND UNIQUE GRAVESTONE
A double gravestone in the Marstons Mills Cemetery
on Route 149 has been identified by member Jim
Gould. The stone, shown below, is not unique because
it is double—many double gravestones are erected for
husband and wife, for example, or mother and child.
What appears to make it unique is that it is engraved
with the names of two young men from different
families, each one commemorated. It is possible that
they were cousins, of course.
The double stone lists Nicholas Goodspeed and
Abraham Taylor, who both died on the same day: 7
Photo by David Martin
July 1777, during the Revolutionary War. Both young
men died by drowning in the same body of water in
Marstons Mills. The gravestone, although nearly impossible to read now, can be viewed in the Cemetery, in
the middle of a row that is halfway through the Cemetery.
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HISTORY OF AVIATION continued...

the airport’s source of fuel at that time (photo below).
Amelia Earhart touched down at the airfield in 1933, and
Colonel Jimmy Doolittle also flew into the field. In 1935,
Zenas Crocker sold the airfield to Hilma and William
Danforth, who constructed the wind mill office that
remains to this day near one of the hangars. In 1946, the
Danforths leased the airfield to John Van Arsdale, who
eventually established the Provincetown Boston Airline
(PBA). Harry Kornhiser, Danforth’s personal pilot, then
took over operations. The airport closed in 2003.
A community-based campaign was launched to convince
the Town of Barnstable to buy the property. Chris
Siderwicz and his son Chris have run the town-owned

airfield since then. At present, biplane rides are available
at the airfield; two DC-3 passenger planes are moored at
the 80-acre airfield, which boasts three grass landing
strips.
A previous Marstons Mills Historical Society lecture was
given by Crocker Snow, Jr. who talked about his father
Crocker Snow, Sr.’s exploits there and elsewhere as a
pilot. Snow had been the first Director of the
Massachusetts Aeronautics Commission (1939) and
chairman of the Federal Aviation Advisory Commission
in the 1970s. Snow’s flight suit is on display at the
Barnstable Municipal Airport boardroom, courtesy of the
Marstons Mills Historical Society.

Photo caption
Photo courtesy of MMHS/Arcadia Publishing

MAYFLOWER ANNIVERSARY SYMPOSIUM
Most people know that the historic ship Mayflower arrived in Plymouth, Massachusetts in 1620. Many, however, are not
aware of or ignore the fact that the ship, with its 102 brave, English passengers, actually arrived first on Cape Cod at
what is known today as Provincetown. The passengers, known as “Pilgrims,” then moved to set up a permanent
settlement in what is now Plymouth and established the Plimoth Colony. Another somewhat neglected piece of
information is that the Colony included Cape Cod. In the first three generations, Cape Cod played an important role in
the agriculture, economy and history of the Colony before the Colony was finally absorbed into the Massachusetts Bay
Colony in the 1690’s. The descendants of these “First Comers” still populate Cape Cod and its environs today.
Thus, it is appropriate that amidst all of the other celebrations in 2020 that will mark the 400th anniversary of the
Mayflower’s arrival in North America, proper observances should take place on Cape Cod as well as elsewhere.
Provincetown has planned a number of observances, and the Cape and Islands Historical Association will now sponsor a
Symposium on May 16, 2020 at Cape Cod Community College; writers of essays on topics related to the history will
present their work at an all-day meeting. Topics could include relevant archeological discoveries, the relationships between
the Wampanoag and the English settlers, economic dimensions of Cape Cod as part of the Colony, religious trends on
Cape Cod during the early years of the Colony, interaction among the first settlers at Plymouth and other settlers on Cape
Cod and other topics as well. The Keynote Speaker will be author William Martin, well known for his monumental
historical novel, “Cape Cod.” Anyone interested in further information or in learning how to propose an essay on some
topic related to the theme should contact David Martin at 508-527-0460 or davidmartindr@aol.com. One-page proposals
for essays must be submitted by Thursday, November 15, 2018. More information is at capecod2020.org.
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NANCY SHOEMAKER WINS AWARD
MMHS Member Nancy Shoemaker, well known in
the region for her numerous historical activities,
received a well-deserved recognition by being named
in May as the Mercy Otis Warren Cape Cod Woman
of the Year by the Barnstable County
Commissioners. Mercy Otis Warren was an
important figure in the history surrounding the
Revolutionary War.

Nancy is the owner of West Barnstable Press, is on
the board of the 1717 Meetinghouse Foundation,
was the co-narrator for the 400th anniversary of the
West Parish trolley tour, is a member of the
Barnstable Historical Commission, is a recognized
photographer and preservationist and is founder and
past-president of the West Barnstable Historical
Society—among other activities. We are proud to
count her as one of our MMHS members!

CALLING ALL HISTORIC HOUSE OWNERS!
Was your house built before 1900? Might it
be one of the houses in the historic house
survey of Marstons Mills? If so, you may
want to have a historic sign marker placed
on the house. The Marstons Mills Historical
Society has a Historic House Sign Project
through which they will verify the historic
first owner by researching the house survey.
If the house meets the specifications, the
MMHS will develop and attach an approved
sign; the cost is only $50 to the
homeowner.
The Society will take the responsibility of
the research, having the sign made and attaching it in an external place that you would specify and
approve. For more information, or to arrange to have the house history verified, contact David
Martin at 508-527-0460 or by email at davidmartindr@aol.com. Help the Village to show its long
and proud history!

HISTORIC HOUSE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
As part of the process of officially designating
historic properties, the Massachusetts Historical
Commission has a set of steps for documentation of
houses. The history of the house needs to be
documented as far back as possible and preferably to
its original owners; this process involves checking
deeds and, in some cases, probated wills, both of
which can be done at the Barnstable County Offices.
In fact, much of the research can be done online.
When this list is compiled for a house, it is combined
with architectural information about the property
and is then submitted to the Commission for

approval. At the present time, this historical
information has been carried out for numerous
Marstons Mills houses and now needs updating.
Anyone with a historical interest who can work via
the Internet at home would be welcome to help as
the Society works on updating these records, which
are now more than thirty years old. In that time,
some additional information has also become
available. If you are interested in this possibility of
providing valuable service, please contact David
Martin at davidmartindr@aol.com.
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SANDY SNEAKERS WALKS THE VILLAGE
Ah-h-h yes Marstons Mills—a historical, contemporary adventure in life. A village
with Cape Cod charisma, charm and endless
intrigue, without an ocean of sharks!
Marstons Mills, named after the Marston
family, is steeped in history. The cranberry
capital of Cape Cod, back in the day, is still
bogging.
Along with the popular public golf course, active airfield, horse farms, food farms,
flower farms, ponds, fishing, swimming, neighborhood restaurants with lines out
the door, mixed activities at the Library, entertainment at Liberty Hall, chicken
dinners, Saturday ham and beans and infamous mac’n cheese, the business
district with boutiques and the exceptional Salon in the Mills, there is an added
attraction.
Now, the 365
year old village
(perfection doesn’t happen
overnight!) makes a movie come to life! The village
makes the big screen! Resident author, screenwriter and
producer, Sandra Bolton, opens her original film with scenes
of Marstons Mills. The lead actor is a Marstons Mills resident.
Keep your eyes open: the short film, Now Hiring, is ready to
go public. Call CapeSpace to register. 508-202-1680
‘Till next time…See ya at the movies.

JACK SHEEDY SHARES
BACKSTORIES
Cape Cod author, Jack Sheedy, provided fascinating
information at a talk during the June 2018 meeting of
the Society. Using sources that he has gathered over
the years in his historical research for his numerous
publications, Jack talked about the Marstons Mills
Schoolhouse, which dated from the 1850’s, in which
Photo & flyers by Sandra Bolton
there were a number of “strange occurrences” that
neighbors recalled, around the turn of the 20th century. One specific occurrence was the appearance of tornup schoolbooks—inch-thick books ripped apart; this event happened repeatedly for days. Among the possible
suspects were a 14-year-old janitor at the school, a teacher, a local hermit and two sisters; however, no guilt
was ever proven for any of these possibilities as a result of work by local detectives. One conclusion was that
these events were some sort of paranormal activity. The story remains a mystery to this day!
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