Fall 2019

The Marston’s Grist

The newsletter of the Marstons Mills Historical Society
P.O. Box 1375 Marstons Mills, MA 02648 marstonsmillshistorical.org

A few words from the President…
As summer slowly begins to fade, and we approach what is perhaps our most beautiful season of the year, the
Marstons Mills Historical Society continues with several initiatives. First, this past spring saw the beginnings of
a project to update the Massachusetts Historical Commission’s descriptions of historic buildings in the Mills.
Second, the identification and description of the Society’s artifacts has begun and continues. Third, the labeling
of historic houses with dates and original owner names is continuing, and last, the general spirit of the
community, thanks to the upgrading of the “downtown” area (not a Society project), has increased pride in the
appearance of our village. The plans for our first, second and third meetings of the year are described in this
Grist issue, and we look forward to continued collaboration with our community partner, the Marstons Mills
Public Library. A pleasant fall season to all!
-David Martin, President

MYSTIC LAKE
Mystic Lake is the northernmost of the three Indian
Lakes in Marstons Mills. At 150 acres, it is one of 208
Great Ponds on Cape Cod.
The name: Amos Otis, the best historian of
Barnstable, who taught school in Marstons Mills, said
it meant Great, as in Massachusetts and Mashpee
(Otis II:82). Jessie Baird, the Wampanoag linguistic
expert said Mystic means Great River. The Mystic
Lakes northwest of Boston have the same name.
Native Americans have lived in the area for at least
10,000 years, according to archaeological evidence at
Baxter Neck several miles south in Marstons Mills.
That appears to be a summer site, but no winter
settlement has been found. Logically it would have
been on fresh water sheltered from cold northern
winds, perhaps at the north end of Mystic Lake,
where one could fish through the ice and there was
an abundance of game. On the land above was the
richest soil in the world: the loess of Merrimac loam.
It is believed that the natives grew their corn, squash
and beans here before the first white settlers like the
Crockers farmed the deserted fields of the natives
who had been wiped out by the alien diseases. The

Crockers were still farming here until the twentieth
century.
An early settler on the west side was the maverick
Quaker, Ralph Jones, who disagreed with the
Sandwich church, then with Quakers, getting as far as
he could from civilization. He settled in the boggy
area at the head waters of the river to raise cattle on
the marsh hay. The Hamblin family also settled in this
area and began the earliest cultivation of cranberries
there. A profitable source of income from
shipbuilding was the boxing (cutting a large notch) on
pitch pines to tap turpentine and burning pines to
produce tar and charcoal, as the Historical Society has
noted on interpretive signage at the Tar Pit.
By the nineteenth century, a village had formed at the
northwest tip of the lake, called Pondsville. It had its
own grocery store, far closer than today’s
supermarket, and its own Newtown grammar school.
The most famous graduate of the school was
Pondsville native, William Wright, a survivor of the
wreck of the Essex, the basis of Melville’s tale Moby
Dick. In 1822, Wright and his buddy, Seth Weeks,
who grew up at the east end of Race continued on page 3

The Mission of the Marstons Mills Historical Society is to foster an interest in the story of our
village. We preserve historical images, documents and artifacts, research historic resources and
support educational opportunities for all ages for villagers and other interested persons, in order to
better understand and appreciate the past, present and future of Marstons Mills.

Coming Events…
Sunday, September 8: Village Day. Historical Society Booth from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Tuesday, September 10: Regular meeting at Marstons Mills Public Library, 2:00 p.m. Program: Historical
Gravemarking Ceremony, Revolutionary Ancestor.
 Tuesday, October 8: Regular meeting at MMPL, 2:00 p.m. Program: Tour of Marstons Mills Cemetery
and Hearse House
 Tuesday, November 12: Regular meeting at MMPL, 2:00 p.m. Program: Stories of Marstons Mills and
West Barnstable, Fred Clausen (West Barnstable Historical Society)
 Tuesday, December 10: Regular meeting at MMPL, 2:00 p.m.



All are welcome!

MMHS OFFICERS
President: David Martin
Vice-President: Robert Frazee
Secretary: Joyce Abbey
Treasurer: Bebe Brock

MEMBERSHIP FORM


BOOK STORE

I / we wish to join the Society and enclose payment
for my / our Individual Membership(s) at $15 each.

Images of America: Marstons Mills. An Arcadia
Publication written by local historians James Gould



and Vivian Cushing. Limited signed copies. View this
publication at marstonsmillshistorical.org/publications.

Available for purchase at MMPL.

NOTE: prices of some books have been reduced!

Explore! Contemporary Marstons Mills, Cape Cod
A limited edition, full-color book by Sandra Bolton.
Mail a check payable to MMHS for $32 plus $5
shipping and handling to P.O. Box 1375, Marstons
Mills MA 02648. Also available by emailing
boltonslanding@comcast.net, subject line: order book.

Comments and articles for submission
should be sent to
astephens@clamsnet.org.
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$250

$150

$75

$25

$10

Other ______

Name: ________________________________________
Street / POB: ___________________________________
City: ______________________________ State: ______

Cut out and return to the address on the bottom of the form.

The MMHS meets on the second Tuesday
of every month at 2:00 p.m. at Marstons
Mills Public Library. All are welcome!

I / we wish to make a charitable contribution to the
Society to support the development of its Village Archives
and the Preservation of its Collection.

Zip: _____________ E-mail: ______________________



I / we wish to be notified about MMHS Meetings.

The Marstons Mills Historical Society is
a 501 (c) 3 Charitable Organization

P.O. Box 1375 Marstons Mills, MA 02648
marstonsmillshistorical.org

MYSTIC LAKE continued...

Courtesy of MMHS

Lane, signed up in New Bedford as seamen aboard a
whaling ship. In the south Pacific, the Essex was
rammed by a great whale who turned around and hit
the bow head-on, sinking the ship. The sailors took
to boats to head for land, thousands of miles away.
The nearest was French Polynesia, rejected because
the natives were feared as cannibals, and the course
was instead set for Chile. En route, they stopped at
the uninhabited island of Henderson (which they
mistook for Ducie). Having eaten all the eggs, birds
and fish on the island, Captain George Pollard and
the others set out for Chile, leaving behind
Boatsteerer, Thomas Chappel. The two Marstons
Mills boys decided to remain as well. They were
rescued, but the captain and the others were forced
to eat their starved companions, or eat their
survivors.
Mystic is a great nursery for herring that were so
numerous that a naturalist said, “you could almost
walk across the pond on their backs.” Each spring,
they made their way up the river to Muddy Pond,
through a natural brook to Run (or Middle) Pond,
but in 1880, Muddy Pond was drained and leveled
for Abel D. Makepeace’s (the “Cranberry King”) Big
Bog. Herring were re-routed up a ladder that has to
be often repaired.

In the nineteenth century, Mystic Lake was a favorite
hunting and fishing resort. In 1910, Carlo
Buonamice, famed pianist of the Boston Symphony
Orchestra, built the first building on the lake. The
shack was expanded into the Tenampo Club, with a
big stone fireplace with small bedrooms for hunters.
A chief of the Wampanoag, Ferdinand Mills, was
guide to the best fishing and hunting. The cook was
Eben Quippish, who had learned his trade on a tour
of Europe with the Wild West Show. One day, Ferd
couldn’t cut a roast bird despite repeated whetting
his knife. Finding that Eben had cooked a Great Blue
Heron, he declared that he couldn’t even cut the
gravy.
Race Lane became the popular mile track for buggy
racing, particularly after they took out the two right
angles at the Joseph Crocker house in 1929. At
Lawrence Bridge, a passage let cattle go down to the
lake without crossing the road. It was here in 1921
that the Swede, Hilda Dahlberg Hord, showed her
husband how to milk a cow. The Hord Dairy became
the largest on-Cape, delivering milk as far as Truro.
Before the First World War, the Massachusetts
National Guard held its summer maneuvers on what
became the airfield, lobbing shells over to Sandy
Neck and tearing up peach orchards.

This aerial photo of the Marina at Prince Cove was taken in about 1968 and is courtesy of Vivian Cushing.

continued on page 5
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MYSTERY HISTORICAL ARTIFACTS:
CAN YOU IDENTIFY ANY??
MMHS has been analyzing its trove of historical artifacts. Archivist Dianne Potter has assembled the following items
with photographs and descriptions as we currently have them. Readers are invited to read about them, look at the
images and suggest any possible clues as to their origin and/or owners. Anyone with any leads in that direction, or even
a possible story about any, is invited to contact Dianne with any information at dpotter45@comcast.net.

Nameplate
Description: Metal nameplate with nail holes at each of four corners; curved. Possibly
property of a licensed tradesperson. Dimensions: 3.75” long x 1.5” high. Unknown
subject. Unknown timeframe. Unknown donor. Inscribed in cursive lettering:

M. E. Baxter
Marstons Mills
Lic.
Locket
Round gold locket with gold necklace. Locket
opens. Black & white photograph of a young
woman on right side of locket. The locket cover
has a religious cross on the front, filled with jewellike stones. Timeframe: possibly from 1940s or
1950s. Dimensions: Locket is 1” diameter;
necklace is 18” long. Unknown subject. Unknown
donor.

Photograph of Woman and Boy in Frame
Formal colorized photograph encased in metal frame of a seated woman and young boy
standing beside her. The woman’s dark hair is parted in the center and gathered in a low bun
at the neckline. She wears a lace collar; her sleeves are full at the wrist; her bodice has
buttons from top to bottom and her skirt is full; she is not wearing gloves. The boy has a top
knot and hair cut above the ears. The boy wears a wide white collar and a loose jacket.
Estimated timeframe: mid-1800s, likely 1850-1860. Dimensions: 3.5” high x 3” wide.
Condition: the frame is a half of either a facing portrait or a cover, neither of which are
present. There is a latch on the left side. Unknown subjects. Unknown donor.

Metal Five-point Star Handstamp
Metal handstamp with five-point star at center
surrounded by five round dots and twenty rectangular
shapes. The stamp and its handle are all one piece of
metal. Dimensions: 1.5” high; 1” diameter. Condition:
good; small chip at edge of stamp. Unknown history.
Unknown donor.
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MYSTIC LAKE continued...

Maneuvers continued between the wars, leading
soldiers to bathe in the lake at what is known as
Soldiers’ Cove. Cape Cod Airfield opened on the
Fourth of July, 1929 by World War I pilot, Zenas
Crocker. Across Race Lane from the airfield,
Crocker established the Aviation Country Club, a
popular Prohibition oasis that thrived until the
proprietor’s brother, Sheriff Laughlan Crocker, shut
it down.
The first summer home was built in 1956 by
Abraham Lincoln Filene (1865-1957), the Boston
department store magnate who started Filene’s
Basement. Lynxholm, a pun on the founder’s name,
was perched on the high point at the northwest side
of the lake.
At the north end of the lake is three-acre Ram
Island, where local residents believe that Filene built
a shack with a generator to pump water. Earlier, a
Boston jeweler, Charlie Baker, built a shack on the

island, which could be reached by tooting a long
blast, followed by two shorts. In 1994, a Boston
architect’s proposal to build a home on the island
was turned down on the ground of its having a stand
of native hemlock. The eastern shore is Carsley’s
Neck, where the horticulturist, Wilfrid Wheeler
(1878-1961), built a home with specimen holly trees.
In 1962, a 20-year-old woman skydiver, Lois Anna
Frotten’s, parachute failed to open, and she plunged
2,000 feet into the lake, surviving with only three
broken vertebrae.
After Filene’s death here in 1957, his 50-acre estate
was subdivided into Regency Drive Estates. In 2008,
24 million mussels died, a result of phosphorus
pollution from the now closed dairy. The Indian
Ponds Association, founded in 1958 by former
National Parks ranger Bruce McHenry (1932-2011)
and others, has done much to preserve the
environment, encourage conservation and restore
water quality.
-by Jim Gould

HISTORIC HOUSE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
As part of the process of officially designating
historic properties, the Massachusetts Historical
Commission has a set of steps for documentation of
houses. The history of the house needs to be
documented as far back as possible and preferably to
its original owners, which involves checking deeds
and, in some cases, probated wills, both of which can
be done at the Barnstable County Offices. In fact,
much of the research can be done online. When this
list is compiled for a house, it is combined with
architectural information about the property and is

then submitted to the Commission for approval.
This historical information has been carried out for
numerous Marstons Mills houses but needs updating.
Anyone with a historical interest who can work via
the Internet at home would be welcome to help as
the Society works on updating these records, which
are now more than thirty years old. In that time,
some additional information has also become
available. If you’d like to help, please contact David
Martin at davidmartindr@aol.com.

CALLING ALL HISTORIC HOUSE OWNERS!
Was your house built before 1900? Might it be one of the houses in
the historic house survey of Marstons Mills? If so, you may want to
have a historic sign marker placed on the house. The Marstons Mills
Historical Society has a Historic House Sign Project through which
they will verify the historic first owner by researching the house survey.
If the house meets the specifications, the MMHS will develop and
attach an approved sign; the cost is only $50 to the homeowner.
The Society will assist with the research and will have the sign made
and attached in an external place that you will specify and approve.
For more information, or to arrange for help having the house
history verified, contact David Martin at davidmartindr@aol.com or
508-527-0460 Help the Village to show its long and proud history!
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SANDY SNEAKERS WALKS THE VILLAGE
Some things never change like the colors of a rainbow, perseverance, dough rising,
determination, the comfort of sneakers and the wonders of nature. Speaking of wonders,
out for an early walk I noticed a big hunk of something in the street.
I looked at it…
...it looked at me.

“Wow!” I thought, “this is Myrtle the turtle, who makes the trek through back yards, across streets, and
over private lawns with an undaunted, determined pace to slip into Shubaels Pond.” Upon further
research, I discovered it is mating season and “Myrtle” is “Tommy” turtle. This trek goes on, year after
year, with a purpose. There are no barriers when it comes nature.

A hawk dive-bombs a squirrel on Lakeside Drive across from Shubaels Pond. What’s next?
Marstons Mills is bursting with pride with the make-over. New signs, new lights,
redesigned parking, boardwalk, uplifted shopping everyday!

Speaking of books, Explore Contemporary Marstons Mills,
authored by Marstons Mills resident, Sandra Bolton, and the film
Now Hiring, also written, produced and directed by Bolton, begins with
opening scenes of the Marstons Mills air field, horse farm, Main
Street, Library and Liberty Hall. These locations are featured in the
book with fantastic photography, and both are for sale at a special
package price. Contact boltonslanding@comcast.net. A meet the
author/producer book signing will be at a Marstons Mills unique
gift shop. The book, DVD and signed mini-poster is a special gift
package at the discounted price of $25.00 while they last.
Text and photos by Sandra Bolton

MYSTIC LAKE PRESENTATION
Jim Gould and Archivist Dianne Potter made an invited historical presentation at the Regency Drive
Homeowners’ Association on July 25. The presentation centered on the various aspects of Mystic Lake and its
history, which was of direct interest to all of the homeowners in that neighborhood, since it is centered on the
Lake. The private presentation was received well and illuminated the story of the Lake in present and past,
and was attended by approximately 50 people.
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