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The Marston’s Grist
The newsletter of the Marstons Mills Historical Society
P.O. Box 1375 Marstons Mills, MA 02648

A few words from the President…
Numerous activities have again been the hallmark of the Marstons Mills Historical Society since our previous newsletter
at the beginning of the Summer of 2021. Having a presence at two different public displays, mounting two different
exhibitions of Society artifacts and adding to our collection of items of historical interest have all been part of the
proceedings of the Society. 2022 promises to be more of the same, with several projected speakers for some of the
monthly meetings to come. This message comes with warm wishes to all at this Holiday Season.

- David Martin, President

BARNSTABLE COUNTY FAIR COLLECTION
Member Larry Dick, in cleaning out his parents’ home on Hilltop Drive, discovered and donated a trove of
memorabilia for the Barnstable County Fair in the past; his parents had been involved for many years in the
operation of the Fair, and his father had been President of the Fair for a period of time also. Included in the
collection were: large color posters advertising the Fair, dating back to time when the Fair took place in
Marstons Mills and afterward; bumper stickers announcing the fair; refrigerator magnet for the Fair for several
years, and other paper records. Archivist Dianne Potter has organized these items into a file which is available
for review, and which was the subject of a special article in the Barnstable Patriot in July of 2021. A display of
some of the highlights of this collection is currently in the glass cases of the Sturgis Library in Barnstable
Village for many to enjoy.
Photos courtesy Dianne Potter

The Mission of the Marstons Mills Historical Society is to foster an interest in the story of
our village. We preserve historical images, documents and artifacts, research historic
resources and support educational opportunities for all ages for villagers and other interested
persons, in order to better understand and appreciate the past, present and future of

**The MMHS meets on the second Tuesday of every
month at 2:00 p.m. at Marstons Mills Public Library.**

Coming Events…

Through January: Special Display of MMHS Collection of Barnstable County Fair Artifacts at
Sturgis Library
 Starting January 6, 2022: Special Display of MMHS Artifacts Found by Metal Detector—
Marstons Mills Library
 Tuesday, January 11, 2022: Regular MMHS Meeting via Zoom, 2:00 p.m.


All are welcome!

MMHS OFFICERS
President: David Martin
Vice-President: Rick Presbrey
Secretary: Wendy Bierwith
Treasurer: Bebe Brock

MEMBERSHIP FORM


I / we wish to join the Society and enclose payment
for my / our Individual Membership(s) at $15 each.



BOOK STORE

I / we wish to renew my/our membership for 2022 at
$15 each.

Images of America: Marstons Mills. An Arcadia



Publication written by local historians James Gould
and Vivian Cushing. Limited signed copies. View this
publication at marstonsmillshistorical.org/publications.

I / we wish to make a charitable contribution to the
Society to support the development of its Village Archives
and the Preservation of its Collection.

Available for purchase at MMPL.
NOTE: prices of some books have been reduced!

$250

Explore! Contemporary Marstons Mills, Cape Cod

$150

$75

$25

$10

Other ______

Name: ________________________________________

A limited edition, full-color book by Sandra Bolton.
Mail a check payable to MMHS for $32 plus $5
shipping and handling to P.O. Box 1375, Marstons
Mills MA 02648. Also available by emailing
boltonslanding@comcast.net, subject line: order book.

Street / POB: ___________________________________

Comments and articles for
submission should be sent
to astephens@clamsnet.org.

2

Cut out and return to the address on the bottom of the form.

City: ______________________________ State: ______
Zip: _____________ E-mail: ______________________



I / we wish to be notified about MMHS Meetings.

Please mail your check or bring it to the Library, marked
for MMHS. Regular meetings are the 2nd Tuesday of the
month, 2:00pm. Thank you !
The Marstons Mills Historical Society is
a 501 (c) 3 Charitable Organization

P.O. Box 1375
Marstons Mills, MA 02648
marstonsmillshistorical.org

THREE CHEERS FOR THE COUNTY FAIR
Marstons Mills was host to the county fair for two
decades and nurtured its successful revival as the
most popular summer event on Cape Cod.
The Barnstable County Fair had been going for 88
years, from 1844, at the county seat in Barnstable
Village, until the Great Depression. The last one in
Barnstable Village was held in 1931. After World
War II, many people wanted to revive the wellloved event, despite failed attempts by the American
Legion in 1932 and the tercentenary celebration in
1938.
In 1954 Charlie Meyer, who had circus connections,
proposed a revival. Roscoe Goddard found the
ancient charter of the Barnstable County Agricultural
Society, which had sponsored the original fair. A
handful of local people, including the dairyman
Hilding Hord and the veterinarian Dr. Daniel
Leach, put up $100 each to get it going.
The traditional site at the Agricultural Hall in
Barnstable Village was not available. So, Mr. Meyer
looked in Marstons Mills. In the Plains, he found
Dr. Leach’s neighbor, Nestor Aalto, who had a 105acre farm northeast of the junction of Race Lane and
Osterville-West Barnstable Road. This Finnish
immigrant farmer had bought the land in 1933 from
“the Cranberry King,” A.D. Makepeace, and converted
the dairy farm into a horse farm after the war. Mr. Aalto
agreed to lend 30 acres between the bog and the
crossroads for the event.
After a quarter of a century without a county fair, it was
revived on August 12, 1954. Chairman Chester Crocker
got Lieutenant Governor Sumner Whittier to open the
three-day event. There were the traditional baseball
contests, band concerts, shows of livestock and a big tent
with displays of farm produce and crafts.
Young Ruth Burnham of Marstons Mills won first prize
in the dairy entry, and neighbor Joe Mello won firsts for
his Plymouth Rock chickens and eggs. Nancy Hamblin
won the prize for the best calf. Mr. Meyer’s merry-goround was turned by a donkey. He brought the

excitement of circus-type performances of elephants and
aerial trapeze artists.
The next year’s event was a disaster. Boston newspaper
headlines screamed “Hurricane Heads for Cape,” as
Hurricane Connie threatened a repeat of the previous
year’s Carol. There was also a polio scare. The planned
three-day event closed on opening day, August 11. The
promoters lost $2,000. Undaunted, Charlie Meyer
moved the date up to July the following year, for “The
Greatest Cape Cod Show on Earth.”
By 1958, Mr. Aalto had built a quarter of a mile track
where sulky races took place, and attendance jumped to
Gifford Farm, MMHS archives
15,000. By the early 1960s, the event had expanded to
four days, and Thursday was free for kids, who were
enticed by Stop & Shop bakery’s pie-eating contest.
Mr. Meyer left to run his own circus in 1959, but the
fair continued to expand. In 1962, there was a visit by
Governor Volpe and the spectacle of three skydivers
continued on page 5...
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MMHS IS A PRESENCE AT CRAFT FAIR

A cooperative Craft Fair between the Library, Liberty Hall,
and the Community Church took place on November 5-6,
with tables from different organizations showing and selling
their wares. The Society was well represented by Wendy
Bierwirth, Dianne Potter, Jeannie Oakley and Bebe Brock
during the two days. Displayed were the publications of the
Society, the t-shirts and sweatshirts, historic photographs,
items from the County Fair and other items of historical
interest. Appreciation is extended to these four members who
worked hard to mount an attractive presentation.

UNEARTHED
ARTIFACTS SET
FOR DISPLAY
Member Tony Mulone has been active with his
metal detector, which is sensitive to metal objects up
to six inches below ground. Thus far, he has used
the detector around the outside of three different
historic houses—one dating from the mid-18th
century and two from the early 19th century. A
number of fascinating objects have been retrieved
and kept, with the oldest object being dated in the
very early 1800’s, and some possibly earlier. A
special display is set for the lobby of the Marstons
Mills Library, starting in early January. Members and
others are encouraged to stop by the Library and
make guesses as to the identity of several objects that

to us in the 21st century are puzzling and unknown.
Be sure to stop by the Library, take a look and make
your guesses!

REVOLUTIONARY WAR PRESENTATION
The preparations for the 250th Anniversary of the American Revolution, only
a few short years from now, have been starting up across the country. MMHS
is no exception. At the October 2021 meeting of the Society, Revolutionary
historian Ron Petersen of Orleans provided a talk on the Revolution and Cape
Cod, including mention of several Marstons Mills people in their participation
in that War. Ron is the Chair of the Orleans Historical Commission, formerly
a member of the Orleans Community Preservation Committee, and chair of
the 2019 Commemoration of the German U-Boat Attack on Orleans. He
writes a regular column in the Cape Codder newspaper on regional history and
historic preservation. As the coming years proceed, we can expect to see more
events related to this upcoming national Anniversary.
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Three Cheers for the County Fair continued...

jumping out at 5,500 feet and trailing smoke to the
ground, which brought attendance up to 40,000.
First Lady Jackie Kennedy and her daughter, Caroline,
quietly took part in the 1963 event and rode the Ferris
wheel. In 1963, attendance was down overall; as the
chairman declared, it was “too damn hot.” But the next
year brought the first profit in six years.
In 1969, the fair had 100,000 visitors. In 1972 (the fair’s
last year in the Plains), in the favorite traditional event
run by Ed Crowell, “the richest six-horse pull in the

nation” gave a prize of $7,000 for the team that hauled
3,600 pounds. The last day of the fair in Marstons Mills
closed with the traditional fireworks on Sunday night,
July 23, 1972.
Mr. Aalto had sold his farm to the Danforths of Oyster
Harbors, who owned the airport next door. In 1973, the
owners no longer agreed to lease the land, and the fair
found its present home in Falmouth.
—James Gould
This article first appeared in the Barnstable Enterprise August
21, 2009.

MMHS AT THE HSSC FAIR
At the invitation of the Historical Society of Santuit and Cotuit, several MMHS members staffed a display
table on October 9, 2021, along with the Centerville Historical Society and HSSC. Visitors stopped to see
features such as the published Arcadia History Book of Marstons Mills (authored by Jim Gould and Vivian
Cushing), artifacts retrieved by Tony Mulone with his metal detector, other publications, posters and a full
photomural of historic Mills photographs from the 19th and early 20th centuries. Sandy Bolton, Tony Mulone,
Larry Dick, Dianne Potter and David Martin tended the tables during this beautiful autumn day.

EARLY AUTOGRAPH BOOK DONATED
An enthusiastic user of e-Bay auctions in the Boston area recently acquired a 1902 autograph book from
Marstons Mills. She has kindly donated it to the Society’s holdings. The book was owned by Carrie Hamblin
and was signed by many members and friends of that long-standing family of the Mills. Included are the
signatures of botanist Stephen Hamblin, several members of the Crocker family, Rev. G.E. Makepeace and
others who at the time lived in the Mills, Newtown and Osterville. Anyone who would like to look at the
book may arrange an appointment to see it with David Martin (davidmartindr@aol.com).

T-SHIRTS AND HOODIES AVAILABLE
The specially designed T-shirts and Hoodie-style Sweatshirts with the
MMHS Logo and the photograph of the 1929 plane from the Airfield being
refueled at Cash Market, are still available for purchase at the Marstons
Mills Pubic Library. Both types of shirts are available in Cardinal (red) and
Ash (gray) in most sizes from Small to Extra Large. T-shirts are $23 each
and sweatshirts are $39 each. They are available during regular Library
hours. Call 508-428-5175 or visit mmpl.org.

PRESERVATION OF THE 1885 HEARSE
The three required bids for the preservation of the 1885 hearse, housed in the hearse house in
Marstons Mills Cemetery, have been received and reviewed by the Town of Barnstable. The hearse
will probably be transported off-site so that the work can be done indoors at a location near
Webster, Mass. The project will include reworking the leather, finding a lantern, cleaning the
wheels, cleaning and replacing curtains inside the hearse and an overall preservation of paint and
wheels. A combination of Town and Kirkman Trust funds are expected to support this work.
Photo by Sandra Bolton
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SANDY SNEAKERS WALKS THE VILLAGE
Look what I stumbled over! Marstons Mills is chock full of interesting people, places
and things. Cotuit Antiques located on Industry Road is one of those places. The
shop started in Cotuit in a barn thirtyfive, forty years ago. Now it’s located
on Industry Road, Marstons Mills.
This is a must-visit store. Owner
Henry Frongillo is fascinating, friendly
and loves plants. You will see home
grown spider plants in a jar, cereal box
or bean can.
Henry, the master and lover of antiques is passionate
about his life’s path of collecting, selling and storytelling.
Need a deer head? Henry’s got it. Stuffed goose takes
on a whole new meaning when in flight.
How about a youth’s solid wood Murphy Bed, sailor
suit that saw World War II, a hand made music box
with dancing clown, a yearbook from Choate Academy
that JFK attended in his youth, a vintage doll? How
about a cast iron meat grinder? A coffee mug with
matching ashtray? A roll top
desk built by Carter is a beauty.
Henry will play a tune on the Stage
Piano built by Pratt Reed est. 1800’s.
Henry started his antique
establishment in 1988. His family
goes back generations to the world
renowned Princeton Antique Autos
Museum 1920’s. Stop in and say hello
to Henry. He will welcome you with
the warmest personality
this side of Mill Pond!
Hooray for Marstons Mills with its shining star, David Martin, President of
the Marstons Mills Historical Society. He is a man of many talents. Now, he
is leading a cast of readers in a live table-read of the original screenplay
written by Marstons Mills resident, author, screenwriter Sandra Bolton.
Osterville Village Library is hosting the event January 14, 2022 at 1:00pm.
Open to the public for the fun of it. A director/ producer is welcome to adapt
the screenplay to the live stage. Contact boltonslanding@comcast.net for
further details. Visit screenwriterinmotion.com.
‘till next time…Sandy Sneakers

Text and photos by Sandra Bolton
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