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A few words from the President…
Welcome to this 2018 edition of The Grist. The Marstons Mills Historical Society continues to work forward
with not only increasing access to historical materials about the village, but also to providing public-information
programs about our local history and its fascinating sidebars. Since our last issue, the listing of historic houses
in the village has been efficiently and completely re-organized by our Archivist, Dianne Potter, and a newlyformed Preservation Committee has been looking carefully at the preservation of historic structures; both
projects are detailed further in this issue.
A most interesting program was the presentation in March about the exciting language-reclamation project that
has successfully reconstructed the Wampanoag language, which had been thought to be a “dead” language; a
summary of that presentation is included in this issue. We’re also looking forward to an upcoming presentation,
scheduled for June 2018, that will provide stories about the greater area of Barnstable and its history, along
with the story of a mystery about the old Marstons Mills Schoolhouse. Finally, the Society continues to stand
ready to provide historic house signs for any owner of a house built before 1900 with documentation; details of
that continuing project are given elsewhere in this issue. Our best wishes to all for an enjoyable spring and early
summer.
-David Martin, President

WOPANAAK LANGUAGE RECONSTRUCTION
The DVD, “We’re Still Here”, produced by the
Wampanoag Community about the reconstruction of the
Wopanaak Language, was the feature at the March 10,
2018 meeting of the Society, presented by Judi Urquhart.
In the world today are about 7000 languages, of which
about 40% will become extinct over time. It’s estimated
that one language dies every eight months. The website
ourmothertongue.org provides information about
languages and their demise. The Wopanaak language, used
by the Wampanoag Native American community, was in
danger of becoming one of those, since the last speaker of
the language passed away about 150 years ago. The first
“dead” language to be reconstructed was the native
language of Hawaii, and it was recovered through an
“immersion” project, in which the language was taught to
young people since young people’s brains are wired
smoothly for language acquisition.

Jessie “Little Doe” Baird was the principal figure in the
Wopanaak language reconstruction. The Wampanoag
community thrived until 1615 with thousands of members
stretching from Narrangansett Bay to Cape Ann. Then a
white man’s disease—yellow fever—probably brought by
early European fishermen, swept through the community,
decimating the group; other causes were Christianity and
white men’s destruction, including the taking of young
Wampanoag children by the settlers and distributing them
as servants to white families, thus breaking up Wampanoag
families and preventing the continuation of the language.

Baird realized that although all of the native speakers of
the language had died, two conditions persisted. First, the
Wopanaak language was a member of the Algonquian
group of languages, some of which still had surviving
speakers elsewhere in the northeastern part of the
continent. Second, the original Wopanaak language had
continued on page 4

The Mission of the Marstons Mills Historical Society is to foster an interest in the story of our
village. We preserve historical images, documents and artifacts, research historic resources and
support educational opportunities for all ages for villagers and other interested persons, in order to
better understand and appreciate the past, present and future of Marstons Mills.

Coming Events…
Tuesday, April 10, Regular Meeting at the Library, 2:30pm.
 Tuesday, May 8, Regular Meeting at the Library, 2:30pm.
 Tuesday, June 12, Regular Meeting at the Library, 2:30pm.
Talk by Jack Sheedy on “Barnstable Back Stories,” 3:00 p.m.


All are welcome

MARSTONS MILLS
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
OFFICERS
President: David Martin
Vice-President: Robert Frazee
Secretary: Jim Gould
Treasurer: Bebe Brock

MEMBERSHIP FORM

BOOK STORE



I / we wish to join the Society and enclose payment
for my / our Individual Membership(s) at $15 each.

Images of America: Marstons Mills. An Arcadia

Publication written by local historians James Gould
and Vivian Cushing. Limited signed copies. View this
publication at marstonsmillshistorical.org/publications.



Available for purchase at MMPL.

NOTE: prices of some books have been reduced!

Explore! Contemporary Marstons Mills, Cape Cod
A limited edition, full-color book by Sandra Bolton.
Mail a check payable to MMHS for $32 plus $5
shipping and handling to P.O. Box 1375, Marstons
Mills MA 02648. Also available by emailing
boltonslanding@comcast.net, subject line: order book.

Comments and articles for submission
should be sent to
astephens@clamsnet.org.
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$250

$150

$75

$25

$10

Other ______

Name: ________________________________________
Street / POB: ___________________________________
City: ______________________________ State: ______

Cut out and return to the address on the bottom of the form.

The MMHS meets on the second Tuesday
of every month at 2:30 p.m. at Marstons
Mills Public Library. All are welcome!

I / we wish to make a charitable contribution to the
Society to support the development of its Village Archives
and the Preservation of its Collection.

Zip: _____________ E-mail: ______________________



I / we wish to be notified about MMHS Meetings.

The Marstons Mills Historical Society is
a 501 (c) 3 Charitable Organization

P.O. Box 1375 Marstons Mills, MA 02648
marstonsmillshistorical.org

THE COMMUNITY CHURCH, EARLY YEARS
OF TRIAL & TRIBULATION, PART 2 OF 3
In the first years the Marstons Mills church–now known
as the Marstons Mills Community Church on Main Street–
suffered a national event called “the Great
Disappointment,” as well as the death of a minister, loss
of many members, a crumbling building and the serious
challenge of a rival religious faith. In 1841 the Methodist
preacher Warren Campbell adopted the Millerite belief
that the Second Coming of Christ was imminent, a
widespread hope that was finally dashed on October 22,
1844 when Jesus did not appear as had been prophesied.
Because thousands of people in parts of the country had
abandoned their homes and sold their belongings, having
believed the ministers who preached about the event, it
was known as “the Great Disappointment.” The year of
disappointment also brought the death in office of a
Marstons Mills preacher, the Reverend Otis Wilder, who is
buried in Marstons Mills Cemetery.
1844 proved a turning point in the local church history,
for a succession of temporary preachers saw the departure
of members from Cotuit and Osterville. In 1846, 32
Osterville members broke off and built their own church.
Around the same time, a dozen Cotuit members joined the
Baptists and Congregationalists in new Union Church, the
first community church in America. The Union Church
dissolved by 1900, but members joined today’s Cotuit
Federated Church, a similar community church.
By 1848, the little old church in Marstons Mills was falling
down. As Henry Hamblin recorded the history, “The rain

found its way within the walls, the wind through the
casements of the windows…Its high old fashioned strait
back seats were uncomfortable, its pulpit…was four feet
above the people…We must have a new house or the old
one repaired.” The preacher, Thomas C. Pratt, assessed
the members for the $400 estimated repairs, and some
resigned in protest. But $434 was raised to repair the
church.
In the 1850s, Marstons Mills was twice favored with a
year’s preaching by the remarkable Brother Joseph Marsh–
in 1850 and 1859. A glass blower at the Sandwich Glass
factory, he came in 1821 to America from England where
he had been a Methodist circuit preacher in Bristol, a
British glass-making center. He introduced the art glass
Vasa Murrhina, “vessel of gems,” made with sparkling
metal flakes, and became head of the glass house at
Jarves’s factory in 1859. On arrival in this country he had
been one of the first Methodist preachers in Cambridge,
Charlestown, Malden and Jersey City, but after coming to
Sandwich, spent much of his preaching on the Cape.
An ardent reformer, he supported William Lloyd
Garrison’s abolition of slavery and was mobbed in
Wareham in 1838 when a rock broke through the window
of the church where he was speaking but caught in a heavy
curtain; the drunken mob broke into the church, where he
was rescued by two elders. He preached 5,000 sermons,
and when on retirement was told that he could repeat
some, he replied, “That is something I have never done!”
continued on page 5

Liberty Hall, located at 2150 Main Street, Marstons Mills and built in 1859. Photo courtesy MMHS.
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WOPANAAK LANGUAGE RECONSTRUCTION continued...

been written in many official papers such as deeds during
the early colonial period, for dealings between the
Wampanoag and the English settlers. Thus, a written
record persisted, which could possibly be matched with
the sounds from other Algonquian languages. Baird was
awarded a research fellowship by the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology, for work with Professor Ken
Hale. The Bible had also been translated into the
Wopanaak language in early colonial times by Rev. John
Eliot. Roger Williams had also written about the language.
Through painstakingly hard work, Baird managed with
linguists’ help to reconstruct the language’s sounds. She
standardized the orthography of the language. The
structure of the language in a sentence usually presents
the verb stem first, followed by the person, the mode, and
the theme. (The Wampanoag community consists today
of four groups—the Herring Pond group, the Assonet
group, the Mashpee group and the Aquinnah group.
Currently those communities consist of about 4200
people, by contrast with a total of 75,000 to 100,000 in
the early 1600’s.) There are two dialects of the language—
one for the Aquinnah group on Martha’s Vineyard, and
one for the three groups on the mainland. Then came the
task of teaching the language to others once again. Classes
were held for adults, and the Wopanaak language is
currently taught to young children at a Montessori school
in Mashpee. In addition, in the World Language
Department at Mashpee High School, Wopanaak is one
of the language options for students who are either
Wampanoag or non-Wampanoag. The language is also
being taught on Martha’s Vineyard.
Today there are about 15 fluent speakers of the language;
500 learners have studied the language. Many place names
are found in southeastern Massachusetts with
Wampanoag names—Massachusett (no “s”), Cotuit,
Wachusett, etc. The suffix “et” means “place of.”
In recognition of her significant work, Baird has been
awarded honorary degrees, including an honorary

Title page from Mamusse wunneetupanatamwe Up-Biblum
God naneeswe Nukkone Testament kah wonk Wusku
Testament, Cambridge, MA: 1663, by John Eliot. The Eliot
Indian Bible is the first Bible printed in America, translated
into the Massachusett language by John Eliot. *AC6 Eℓ452
663m, Houghton Library, Harvard University. Image from
Wikimedia Commons.
doctoral degree from Yale University in June 2017.
Monetary support is needed for continuation of the
project, particularly for education and for preparing more
teachers of the language. For more information, go to the
website wlrp.org.
-By Judi Urquhart

PRESERVATION COMMITTEE
Many historical societies are concerned with historic preservation in general, and specifically of houses or other
structures that have some historical significance for the community. The Marstons Mills Historical Society is no
exception. A special committee of the Society was formed early in 2018 to address the fact that several houses with
historic significance are unoccupied and deteriorating, which could potentially lead to their demolition and, hence,,
the loss of the house for future generations to appreciate. A committee of Alex Frazee, Bob Frazee, Joyce Abbey,
Bebe Brock and David Martin has met with either owners or purchasers of land where historic structures exist, in
order to arrange, wherever possible, some alternative to demolition and perhaps even some aspect of preservation.
Included in the tasks of the Committee are testimony at the Barnstable Historical Commission, visits to properties in
this category and meetings with current owners of such properties. The goal of the Committee is preservation in
some form of structures with historical importance. Anyone interested in joining the Committee or learning more
about the work of the Committee is invited to contact David Martin.
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CHURCH BEGINNINGS continued...

Brother Marsh’s
1859 session at Marstons Mills Church was a rescue
mission. The pulpit had been given to a young preacher
George W. Green. The official history in 1873 says Mr.
Green “stumbled and fell” in the battle with “Liberal
Christianity.” Mr. Green evidently introduced some of the
currently popular doctrines of the Universalists, who took
an optimistic view of human prospects that seemed to
contradict the pessimistic view of human sin.
Universalism was established in this area in 1842, when
adherents in Marstons Mills and neighboring villages of
Cotuit and Osterville found a minister who would preach
in all three villages. The first one was the Reverend
Abraham Paige, according to the account of Mrs.
Marston, whom we assume was the wife of the Mills
storekeeper William Marston. Mr. Paige was followed by
the Reverend Oliver Gordon (known as O.G.)
Woodbury. Mr. Woodbury opened a private high school
in the Masonic Lodge in Barnstable Village in 1846.
After a gap of a decade, Mrs. Marston revived
Universalism in a meeting at her house on March 2, 1859.
Beside support from the well-to-do Marston and
Hinckley families, the new faith had the backing of the
village doctor, William G. Bruce. Since Mr. Green was
locked out of the Methodist meetinghouse, the

Universalists built Liberty Hall across the road in
September 1859 on land donated by William Marston.
The Reverend Rufus S. Pope was established successfully
in Hyannis, and the Reverend William Hooper came from
Provincetown to lead Universalist congregations in
Marstons Mills, Osterville and Cotuit in June 1860. Mr.
Hooper was responsible for furnishing Liberty Hall,
which now provided a place for social events that the
Methodists rejected. During the Civil War, the pacifist
Mr. Hooper opposed the Christian teachings of nonresistance, patriotically defending the use of violence to
defeat the enemy.
After the war Mr. Hooper left and was not replaced. The
Universalist congregation dwindled. However, its work
was carried on for years by the Ladies Gathering which at
one time claimed 52 members. Methodist minister Marsh
set up a rival Ladies Sewing Society of 50 members.
So, in its first three decades, Marstons Mills church had
survived the Great Disappointment, the death of a
minister, departure of many members and the challenge
of a rival denomination. To be continued...
-By Jim Gould
First published in the Barnstable Enterprise September 17, 2010 (last issue’s piece
was also published in the Enterprise, not the Patriot as stated.)

CALLING ALL HISTORIC HOUSE OWNERS!
Any owner of a house in Marstons Mills who has documentation
of the house dating prior to 1900 may apply to have an historic
sign marker attached to their house if the structure is original. The
owner may call 508-527-0460 or contact David Martin
davidmartindr@aol.com if interested. After documentation of
the house’s date of origin and the original owner’s name, a sign will
be prepared stating the original owner and original date of
construction; the cost of the black and white clearly visible sign is
$50, and the Society will mount the sign at a place which is visible,
with the consent of the owner.
Each sign is professionally lettered in the style shown and is
mounted on a durable board made of the product called Azak. To
date, approximately 10 houses or historic buildings have been
marked with signage; an example of a sign is available to see in advance of making a decision. If you are not sure
whether your house would qualify, the Society can look it up on an Inventory of Historic Properties.

A FAST WAY TO SEARCH HISTORIC HOUSES
Having a hard time finding a property of interest in our online database of Form Bs? MMHS Archivist, Dianne Potter,
has created a spiffy spreadsheet listing all the Marstons Mills properties for which we have Form Bs in street address
order, along with each house’s historic name, the year it was built and its associated MACRIS number. The column on
the left shows the Barnstable Historical Commission file number, which is the number listed on the MMHS web site
that you click to access the Form B files. The spreadsheet has a hyperlink using the BHC numbers, so that once you've
located the property you're looking for, a single click on that BHC File number cell will bring up the Form B you're
seeking! Please check it out and give us feedback. If you spot any incorrect links, or think of other information that
might be useful to add to the spreadsheet, we’d love to hear about it. The spreadsheet can be accessed at on our
Historic Building Inventories page.
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SANDY SNEAKERS WALKS THE VILLAGE
January through March 2018—a little reminder while we sit and sip hot tea, cocoa, coffee
or maybe a hot toddy or two...
January 2-6, a powerful blizzard. March
1-5, a powerful nor'easter that blasted us
with a significant snowstorm and
catastrophic power outages. March 6-8, a
power-punch nor'easter. March 12-14,
another horrendous nor'easter (third in 11
days). March 20-22, fourth notorious
nor'easter.
Flint Street, Marstons Mills: Well hello spring!
A nor'easter is a large scale cyclone. All types
of precipitation occurs during a nor'easter with
high wind gusts, and it thrives on cold air. The effects of a nor'easter range from high surfs to
fallen trees and insanity. No lights, no heat; sour milk and stale bread.

Ahh yes, winter 2017-2018 is behind us. Time to start thinking about a little entertainment.
Speaking of entertainment the production, Now Hiring, springs forth with Marstons Mills
connections. That's all for now, ‘till next time.

Photos by Sandra Bolton

JACK SHEEDY, AUTHOR & RACONTEUR
The Society will have a special program at its final meeting for 2017-2018. Jack Sheedy, well-known author of books
and articles about Cape Cod history, will provide a fascinating talk on “Barnstable Back Stories and Early Files,” in
which he will relate tales and historically intriguing accounts of the Town of Barnstable, including anecdotes about
Marstons Mills. Opportunity will also be provided for attendees to review Jack’s numerous publications about Cape
history and if interested to purchase them for either personal reading or gifts. Do plan to be part of this informative
afternoon!

“BARNSTABLE BACK STORIES”
Tuesday, June 12, 2018 @3:00 PM
Marstons Mills Public Library, 2160 Main Street, Marstons Mills

Come listen, discuss, and view some of Jack’s published books. This event is free to Society members and the public.
Questions? Contact David Martin at davidmartindr@aol.com or call 508-527-0460.
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