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A few words from the President…
As we emerge from the throes of winter and begin, like the butterfly, to stretch our collective wings, we can report that
our Society has been busy since the late Fall with a variety of activities. A major effort took place in submitting a formal
nomination for a House Preservation Award with the Massachusetts Historical Commission to recognize the outstanding
restoration done by Harry and Terrie Rigollet on their home on Santuit-Newtown Road—a building that had been the
original Luther Hamblin House (circa 1835). As this issue goes to press, we await the decision of the Commission in this
highly competitive state-wide category.
Two separate projects involving school activities related to Marstons Mills history have also been supported. The first of
these was a middle-school history project by a Marstons Mills student who lives in an historic Mills home, the Shubael
Hamblin House (ca 1760). The second was a project on the 20th century history of the Mills, done by a graduate student
in history at the University of Massachusetts at Boston. The Society is also participating in a Cape-wide “Main Street
Project,” sponsored and to be displayed by the Chatham Historical Society, which will feature stories and photographs of
the Main Streets of numerous Cape villages and towns.
Always conscious of preservation, the Society continues to monitor the proposals being reviewed by the Barnstable
Historical Commission related to preservation or demolition; a related event took place at a meeting of the Cape Cod
Commission on the topic of preservation of historic structures in late March. Finally, the Society was the beneficiary of
the skilled and creative work by Nancy Shoemaker in the development of a brand new and attractive membership
brochure which is available for distribution upon request. Please plan to attend our upcoming programs.

-David Martin, President

THE MARINA AT PRINCE’S COVE
Paupmunnock, the leading Indian at the time of the
Europeans' arrival, had his home on Prince's Cove, a
favorite site for Indians for 10,000 years according to
archaeological records.
The Native Americans called it Broad Nook, a name
that stuck until Prince Marston built his brick house
on the hillside west of the cove, and people began
calling it Prince's Cove. In the nineteenth century
Cyrus Jones had an oyster shack on the south side of
Turtle Island, competing with neighboring Hinckleys
and Hamblins.
A permanent pier was built in 1953 by Wilbur
Cushing at the suggestion of Mrs. Ethel Huston, a
New York woman who had a summer home on the
point. She liked to go crabbing, but wanted to tie her

rowboat to a pier so she didn't have to wade out to
get it.
Mr. Cushing's stepfather, A. G. Griffin owned much
of the northeast waterfront. Mr. Cushing salvaged
some electric light poles and used lumber from the
former Clear Lake duck farm which was being
demolished, and built a dock.

Later he added two renovated floats he got from the
town dump. Locust poles to hold the floats in place
were pumped down thru the sand, mud and fresh
water. They sprouted green shoots two feet long.
Aside from renting dock space, Mr. Cushing fixed
outboard motors and rented boats. His most
memorable customer was Air Force continued on page 3

The Mission of the Marstons Mills Historical Society is to foster an interest in the story of our
village. We preserve historical images, documents and artifacts, research historic resources and
support educational opportunities for all ages for villagers and other interested persons, in order to
better understand and appreciate the past, present and future of Marstons Mills.

Coming Events…
Tuesday, April 9, 2019 @2:00 p.m.: How to Use the New Digitization Project of Yarmouth
Register and Barnstable Patriot: A “Live” Demonstration by Theresa Carter of Cotuit
 Tuesday, May 14, 2019 @2:00 p.m.: Presentation of School Project, “Shubael Hamblin
House,” and Presentation of University Project, “20th Century Marstons Mills”
 Tuesday, June 11, 2019 @2:00 p.m.: Script to screen introduction featuring an entertaining
short film with opening scenes of Marstons Mills produced by Sandra Bolton former
MMHS President.


All are welcome!

MMHS OFFICERS
President: David Martin
Vice-President: Robert Frazee
Secretary: Joyce Abbey
Treasurer: Bebe Brock

MEMBERSHIP FORM


BOOK STORE

I / we wish to join the Society and enclose payment
for my / our Individual Membership(s) at $15 each.

Images of America: Marstons Mills. An Arcadia
Publication written by local historians James Gould



and Vivian Cushing. Limited signed copies. View this
publication at marstonsmillshistorical.org/publications.

Available for purchase at MMPL.

NOTE: prices of some books have been reduced!

Explore! Contemporary Marstons Mills, Cape Cod
A limited edition, full-color book by Sandra Bolton.
Mail a check payable to MMHS for $32 plus $5
shipping and handling to P.O. Box 1375, Marstons
Mills MA 02648. Also available by emailing
boltonslanding@comcast.net, subject line: order book.

Comments and articles for submission
should be sent to
astephens@clamsnet.org.
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$250

$150

$75

$25

$10

Other ______

Name: ________________________________________
Street / POB: ___________________________________
City: ______________________________ State: ______

Cut out and return to the address on the bottom of the form.

The MMHS meets on the second Tuesday
of every month at 2:00 p.m. at Marstons
Mills Public Library. All are welcome!

I / we wish to make a charitable contribution to the
Society to support the development of its Village Archives
and the Preservation of its Collection.

Zip: _____________ E-mail: ______________________



I / we wish to be notified about MMHS Meetings.

The Marstons Mills Historical Society is
a 501 (c) 3 Charitable Organization

P.O. Box 1375 Marstons Mills, MA 02648
marstonsmillshistorical.org

THE MARINA AT PRINCE’S COVE continued...

General Jimmy Doolittle whom Mr. Cushing took
fishing in the summer of 1963.
In the spring of 1957 the town dredged Prince's
Cove, built a town dock to the north side of the pier,
brought in sand for a town beach, and in 1964 paved
the parking lot. The next year the town created a
“Harbor of Refuge” from hurricanes by dredging
depth for large boats.
Mr. Cushing decided to build a real marina in 1965
and his step father A. G. Griffin gave him 217 feet of
waterfront to develop.
In the summer of 1965, Mr. Cushing had R. A.
Williams build a 26 x 41-foot wooden building and
new floats. Mr. Cushing agreed to limit lengths of
boats to 25 feet and prohibit sale of gasoline.
Hyannis Marine Service dredged a ditch four feet
deep at low tide and drove pilings. Mr. Cushing
poured a concrete foundation himself. All of this
cost $35,000.
The Marina at Prince Cove opened in Spring 1966
with space for 52 boats along three gangways. Public
water and streetlights were installed at this time.
While Mr. Cushing was busy in his masonry business,
he hired a Southampton College marine biology
student, Bruce Bennett, to run the Marina.

The next year all the inventory of the closed Francis
Wyman Bait shop on Route 28 was added. The next
marina tender was Lewis “Woody” Woodman who
stayed for two summers.
A popular attraction was two former lobster tanks
which came from Snow Inn on Wychmere Harbor in
Harwich, stocked with live crabs, eels and a 16-inch
striped bass.
In 1970 Mr. Cushing leased the marina to John
Warner who needed a place for his marine
electronics business. Mr. Warner bought all the
boats, motors, moorings and fishing tackle, but took
out the lobster tank.
After four years or so, Mr. Warner turned the lease
and business over to his employee, Dow Clark, who
ran it until about 2000.
In 2000, Mr. Cushing sold the marina to John D.
Lampe's Schooner Corporation, of Hamilton. Mr.
Lampe planned an elaborate expansion, but the town
of Barnstable voted in January 2002 to take the
property over by eminent domain.
Today, the once quiet oyster bed of Broad Nook is
filled with motorboats and sailboats.
-by Jim Gould
First published in the Barnstable Enterprise May 20, 2011.

This aerial photo of the Marina at Prince Cove was taken in about 1968 and is courtesy of Vivian Cushing.
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POSTCARDS FROM THE PAST —>

Hattie Mecarta’s Post Office on left; Benson house on right in the Village Center, c. 1909. Collection of the MMHS.

The Marstons Mills River Herring Run, looking north toward the mill pond, c. 1900. Collection of the MMHS.
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Among the many photographs in the MMHS archive, we have a collection of more than a hundred postcards
relating to the village, most of them from the very early 20th century. These cards have been collected by
society members over
many decades. Some are
postmarked and have
messages on the reserve
side, but many others
were never sent. Over
the coming issues of the
Grist, we’ll be sharing
images of these
postcards. Your
comments are welcome.

Jedidiah Jones’s Sawmill
in Newtown, on Old Mill
Road near the junction of
Bog Road, c. 1912.
Collection of the MMHS.

HISTORIC HOUSE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
As part of the process of officially designating
historic properties, the Massachusetts Historical
Commission has a set of steps for documentation of
houses. The history of the house needs to be
documented as far back as possible and preferably to
its original owners, which involves checking deeds
and, in some cases, probated wills, both of which can
be done at the Barnstable County Offices. In fact,
much of the research can be done online. When this
list is compiled for a house, it is combined with
architectural information about the property and is

then submitted to the Commission for approval.
This historical information has been carried out for
numerous Marstons Mills houses but needs updating.
Anyone with a historical interest who can work via
the Internet at home would be welcome to help as
the Society works on updating these records, which
are now more than thirty years old. In that time,
some additional information has also become
available. If you’d like to help, please contact David
Martin at davidmartindr@aol.com.

CALLING ALL HISTORIC HOUSE OWNERS!
Was your house built before 1900? Might it be one of the houses
in the historic house survey of Marstons Mills? If so, you may
want to have a historic sign marker placed on the house. The
Marstons Mills Historical Society has a Historic House Sign
Project through which they will verify the historic first owner by
researching the house survey. If the house meets the
specifications, the MMHS will develop and attach an approved
sign; the cost is only $50 to the homeowner.
The Society will assist with the research and will have the sign
made and attached in an external place that you will specify and
approve. For more information, or to arrange for help having
the house history verified, contact David Martin at
davidmartindr@aol.com or 508-527-0460 Help the Village
to show its long and proud history!
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SANDY SNEAKERS WALKS THE VILLAGE
Spring is in the air. Time to put a little pep in the step. The waters high, ponds are
stocked, fish are jumpin’ and the village make-over is underway.
Hats off to the Marstons Mills Village
Association for orchestrating in thoughtful
detail the multi-million dollar federally funded
village improvement project that is charming,
practical, sidewalk safe, Mill Pond boardwalk
beautiful and extensive landscaping and
lighting for the extra special village glow.
Business, dining, pleasure, education and entertainment come together in grand style with
enhanced community connection. The historic Marstons Mills Public Library, the home
base for the Marstons Mills Historical Society, and Liberty Hall located hilltop on Main
Street are the crowning jewels of the Marstons Mills Village. Hey, wait a minute I am
looking around and I do not see an ice cream shoppe.
Hm-m-m.

Local shops were open...

Speaking of fishing. The ponds are stocked. To quote
naturalist Henry David Thoreau, "Many men go fishing all
their lives without knowing that it is not fish they are
after." Is this why there are a higher number of men than
women that go fishing? Fishing is for everybody it is
relaxing, can be challenging, fun, wholesome and gets
you out in the fresh air. When I was a kid I used a pole,
a string tied on the end of it with a twig for a hook with Construction in full force.
a piece of bread stuck on it for bait and quietly watched
the bread dissolve in the water and little fish swim around it. My friends and I went through a loaf
of bread and never caught a fish. The fish caught us.
There are a lot of " fish stories" and quotes. Said Mark Twain, "when you fish for love, bait with
your heart, not your brain." "Til next time…gone fishing !
Text and photos by Sandra Bolton

Harvesting at the Joseph Crocker Cranberry Bog off Race Lane, c. 1906. Collection of MMHS.
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