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A few words from the President…
As we all gradually emerge from the serious challenges and restrictions imposed by the pandemic, the Marstons Mills
Historical Society has nonetheless been able to persist in its activities in the months since our last issue of The Grist. A
number of developments have occurred, most notably the loss of our outstanding historian and long-time faithful
member, Jim Gould, who is cited in this issue. Other developments have included more progress in the restoration of the
1885 hearse, the use of the metal detector to find further historic metallic objects, exploration of current sites to see how
they match up with locations photographed in our collection of 1905 black-and-white photographs, the brand-new
availability of Society tee shirts and sweatshirts and more. Looking ahead to the start of our next year in September, it is
not yet clear whether we will be able to resume in-person meetings or will continue to meet virtually; if we do resume
face-to-face meetings, however, we definitely want to retain the ability to bring in our non-resident members from a
distance if we can work out the technology to have a hybrid meeting that combines virtual and in-person interaction. We
will see how things develop during the summer. Best wishes to all for an enjoyable and healthy summer season ahead.

- David Martin, President

SOCIETY SALUTES THE LATE JIM GOULD
As was true throughout Barnstable and elsewhere, the Society
mourns the loss of our deeply respected historian and friend,
Professor Jim Gould, who passed away in Seattle in March of this
year at the age of 96. Jim’s contributions to the understanding of
history in the entire region are well known, and his particular
contributions to our Society were many. Some of those included
mapping the Marstons Mills cemetery, conducting cemetery tours,
conducting tours of Barnstable, drawing maps of village streets
and historic residences, recording the documented history of many
historic structures of the village—sometimes singlehandedly and
sometimes in partnership with others, investigating and recording
the detailed genealogies of numerous families of Marstons Mills,
co-authoring with Vivian Cushing the important Arcadia
publication about the village, writing a fascinating series of
historical articles about important historical events throughout the
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Town for the Enterprise newspaper (an example is included in this
issue) and more. He stood firmly for accuracy and detail and never hesitated to challenge any statement that
might be historically doubtful, thus ensuring that the archives of the Society are a valuable resource for others
to follow. His high standards and also his contagious sense of humor were among his traits that we were
privileged to appreciate through his long and productive life. The Society has recommended to the Town that
one of the annual preservation awards be named in his honor; he was, in fact, the recipient of one of those
awards in 2020. The Society is well grounded in history, thanks in great measure to Jim’s work.

The Mission of the Marstons Mills Historical Society is to foster an interest in the story of
our village. We preserve historical images, documents and artifacts, research historic
resources and support educational opportunities for all ages for villagers and other interested
persons, in order to better understand and appreciate the past, present and future of

**The MMHS meets on the second Tuesday of every
month at 2:00 p.m. at Marstons Mills Public Library.**

Coming Events…



Tuesday, June 8 @ 2:00 p.m. via Zoom (link to online meeting will be emailed)
Tuesday, September 14 @ 2:00 p.m., location TBD

All are welcome!

MMHS OFFICERS
President: David Martin
Vice-President: Rick Presbrey
Secretary: Wendy Bierwith
Treasurer: Bebe Brock

MEMBERSHIP FORM

BOOK STORE



I / we wish to join the Society and enclose payment
for my / our Individual Membership(s) at $15 each.

Images of America: Marstons Mills. An Arcadia

Publication written by local historians James Gould
and Vivian Cushing. Limited signed copies. View this
publication at marstonsmillshistorical.org/publications.



I / we wish to make a charitable contribution to the
Society to support the development of its Village Archives
and the Preservation of its Collection.

Available for purchase at MMPL.

NOTE: prices of some books have been reduced!

Explore! Contemporary Marstons Mills, Cape Cod

$250

A limited edition, full-color book by Sandra Bolton.
Mail a check payable to MMHS for $32 plus $5
shipping and handling to P.O. Box 1375, Marstons
Mills MA 02648. Also available by emailing
boltonslanding@comcast.net, subject line: order book.

$75

$25

$10

Other ______

Name: ________________________________________
Street / POB: ___________________________________

Comments and articles for
submission should be sent to
astephens@clamsnet.org.

City: ______________________________ State: ______
Cut out and return to the address on the bottom of the form.

HISTORIC HEARSE
PRESERVATION
EFFORTS CONTINUE

$150

Zip: _____________ E-mail: ______________________



I / we wish to be notified about MMHS Meetings.
The Marstons Mills Historical Society is
a 501 (c) 3 Charitable Organization

P.O. Box 1375
Marstons Mills, MA 02648
marstonsmillshistorical.org

As of this issue, three bids have now been received for
the preservation of the 1885 hearse, owned by the Town,
which is housed at the Marstons Mills Cemetery. The bids
have been submitted to the Town Manager for decision
and application for funding. The hearse, as described by
all three bidders, is in generally good condition. The needs include removal of rust, removal of stain on the roof, replacement of the leather driver’s seat, provision of lanterns on either side of the driver, a whip for the driver, some repair of the
curtain inside the glass, general servicing of the wheels and turning mechanism (which remain in full operating condition)
and several other specific tasks. When the preservation is complete, the goal is for the hearse to be fit for public display on
appropriate occasions. The preservation work is expected to begin by fall. Anyone who wishes to view the hearse may contact David Martin to arrange an appointment. Call 508-527-0460 or email davidmartindr@aol.com.
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VILLAGE HISTORY FOUND AT
MARSTONS MILLS BURIAL GROUND
Our burial ground has been in use for 234 years. The
first stone dates from the death on January 9, 1774 of
Hannah Kent, aged 94, daughter of Deacon Joseph
Hall of Harwich, and widow of Ebenezer Crocker of
Santuit, and William Kent.. The stone has the winged
head of an angel in the style of the Soule stone carvers
of Plymouth. The original graveyard has been expanded
twice, at the rear in 1920, and on the north in 1968 in a
gift from Dr. Rachel Burgess.
In 1885 the town paid for a receiving tomb for
temporary storage of bodies during the winter. It can
be seen on the south road. At the same time the town
paid for a shiny black hearse, and a hearse house.
Marstons Mills has the only remaining horse-drawn
hearse and hearse house in the town of Barnstable. With
the automobile age, the town authorized the sale of the
hearses in 1921, and the village kept its hearse on loan to
the Trayser Museum.
In 1933 the town sold off the hearse houses, and this is
the only one still on its original site, thanks to a village
protest in 1984. A ham and bean supper at Liberty Hall
raised $675 to repair it and put it on a new foundation.
Shortly before the Trayser Museum closed, the hearse
was brought back to the hearse house. Now Marstons
Mills is the only village in town, and perhaps on Cape
Cod, that in addition to ancient gravestones still has its
original hearse, hearse house and holding tomb.
Many of the most distinguished citizens of the area are
buried in the Marstons Mills Cemetery: the Judge
Nymphas Marston, state representative Ebenezer
Crocker, and senator Charles Marston. Two Marstons
Mills Methodist church preachers buried here are Rev.
Otis Wilder who died at age 40 in 1844, and Rev. J. A.
Hunt who died of tuberculosis in 1860. The only
Marstons Mills man killed in World War II lies here, Air
Force Capt. Sherman Crocker, squadron leader of the
507th fighter squadron of the Ninth Air Force, was shot

down over Germany in February 1945.
Among the saddest gravestones are the two Marstons
Mills men who died during the Civil War. Eliphalet
Doane, enlisted early in the war, but was turned down
for lack of teeth. According to Gustavus Hinckley’s
“Record of the Rebellion” the town voted him the
money to pay for a set of teeth, and he served in some
of the worse battles of the war, and signed up again. In
one of the final slaughters of the war, at Petersburg, he
was on picket duty with Company A of the 58th
Division, sitting on a log, when he was shot through the
abdomen and died a few hours later. His body was
brought home and buried here with the tribute,
“Hastening forward as duty call’d him ...” He left a
widow and four children at his home on Prince Cove.
The other stone is for a soldier who lies in an
“unknown” grave in South Carolina. Cyrus B. Fish, a
seaman, enlisted when he was only 16 in the 40th
Massachusetts Regiment, serving with fellow Marstons
Mills farmer Henry Goodspeed, the first man in town to
sign up for a full three years. They served together in the
defense of Washington DC, then to South Carolina.
After the Battle of Olustee, Florida, Mr. Fish became a
corporal in company E. At the terrible battle of Drury’s
Bluff in the assault on Petersburg, Virginia, in May 1864
he was captured by the Confederates, taken south to
Andersonville, and finally to a stockade prison in
Florence, South Carolina. Prisoners were dying daily of
disease and exhaustion from the long march and lack of
food. Mr. Fish was among the early deaths in February
1865. There is no record of the day of his death, and he
was buried with hundreds of other Union soldiers in a
grave near Florence marked “Unknown.”
-James Gould
This article first appeared in the Barnstable Enterprise
December 11, 2009.

NEW “WOMEN OF BARNSTABLE” BOOK
Nancy Shoemaker and the late Jim Gould have co-authored a new publication
which is now available, entitled
Gifford Farm, MMHS archives
Women of Barnstable. It is a biographical compilation of important historical women throughout the Town,
and among them are Marstons Mills women: Bea Lapham (author and librarian); Nora Gifford (postmaster);
Dr. Rachel Burgess (pediatrician); Hattie Mecarta ( postmaster and first librarian); Annie Pearlstein
(businessperson); Annie Kearney (commercial cook); Elnora Pinkney Rose (founder of Roseland Ballroom);
Marion Vuillemier (author and teacher at Marstons Mills Elementary School); Gretchen Farnham (librarian);
and Lillian Budd (co-owner of Camp Alpine). The book is available through West Barnstable Press, and
copies may also be purchased at the Marstons Mills Library. The cost is $15 per copy to the public and $10
for MMHS members. We are proud to count both authors as Society members.
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BARNSTABLE HISTORICAL COMMISSION
LOOKS AT PRESERVATION
The unfortunate demise of several historical structures in the Mills and elsewhere in the Town, due to demolition from
neglect, has led to the establishment of a special Subcommittee on Historic Preservation by the Barnstable Historical
Commission. The need for such a Subcommittee was suggested by the Society and is now viewed as a Town-wide issue.
Bob Frazee and David Martin are members of the Subcommittee, which has looked at a variety of by-laws and
regulations from other towns and municipalities (across Cape Cod and beyond Cape Cod) to develop draft regulations
that will prevent a property from being neglected to the point where the only option remaining is demolition. Methods
of prevention can include early inspection, notification of property owners of actions needed, provision of loans to
facilitate restoration or preservation, and penalties for failure to maintain a historic property. In the coming months, the
Historical Commission and the Town will consider a new set of regulations so that historic properties can be preserved
while there is still time to do so.

MODERN PLACEMENT OF HISTORIC
STRUCTURES
From the trove of more than 100 photographs from 19051915 that was acquired in 2020 and now catalogued by
archivist Dianne Potter, an effort continues to be made to
find where some of the photographs were situated in
terms of today’s places. Member David Hansen of Hansen
Photography in Osterville has made both printed and
digitized copies of all of the photographs. He has then
used his kayak as well as tramping around on foot to find
the current location of a number of the ponds, scenes, and
buildings in the photographs. This work is challenging
because in the 120 years since the photographs were
taken, not only have a number of buildings been removed,
but also the construction of Route 28 (which did not exist
in 1905) has changed the configuration importantly in the
area where Route 28 meets Route 149. Nonetheless,
David has found the probable location of a number of the
1905 scenes. Among those is the location of the ice house
on the shore of Hamblin’s Pond—pictured here showing
the cutting and storing of ice for the summer; although
the ice house no longer exists, its location on the shore of
Hamblin’s Pond is almost certainly identified by matching
the shoreline with the outline of the shore and with a still

Ice House on Hamblin’s Pond (MMHS Archives)

existing metal pump that was used at the ice house, as well
as the probable pathway by which draught animals pulled
the ice on wagons for delivery. David has identified a
number of other modern-day locations of the
photographs, such as the pond used for the Grist Mill and
the herring run. This investigation continues.

THE CAPE VERDEANS OF THE MILLS
At its May 2021 meeting, the Society had an excellent opportunity to learn about a significant aspect of the population
of Marstons Mills (and of Barnstable as a whole)—the people who settled here as immigrants from Cape Verde off the
African coast. Cape Verdeans have both Portuguese and African ancestry and primarily immigrated to our region on
whaling and packet boats between the 1860’s and the 1920’s, providing a labor pool for the textile and cranberry
industries before going on to establish careers in other fields. A number of familiar Marstons Mills family names have
Cape Verde origin, including Pina, Perry, Moniz, Baptiste, Mendes, Monteiro, and Rogers (Rodriques). An important
exhibit on the Perry family and other local Cape Verdeans can be viewed at the Zion Union Heritage Museum on
North Street in Hyannis. The new Cape Cod Cape Verdean Museum and Cultural Center will have its grand opening
on Davisville Rd, East Falmouth, in June 2021.
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PROGRAM ON CAPE COD AND THE
PLIMOTH COLONY
As part of the Society’s April 2021 meeting, a presentation was provided in relation to the 400th anniversary of the arrival of
the Mayflower ship, but from a different perspective than normal. While much attention was understandably focused on the
town of Plymouth throughout the anniversary year, this particular presentation was designed instead to cover a somewhat
neglected topic: the importance of Cape Cod within the Plimoth Colony for its first almost 100 years. David Martin provided
information to members on such topics as the Pilgrims’ exploration of Cape Cod Bay (which almost led to Barnstable, rather
than Plymouth, becoming the center of the Colony), the settlement of numerous Plymouth colonials back on Cape Cod due to
the need for expanded territory and more arable land than Plymouth had, the establishment of the Aptucxet Trading Post in
Bourne (which became an economic center for the entire Colony) and the fascinating and often ignored pattern of the laying
out of the Cape Cod town boundaries in an apparently pre-planned geometric pattern focusing on a hypothetical compass
point in the middle of Cape Cod Bay (as shown in the accompanying illustration by the late Morse Payne, discoverer of this
phenomenon). Research into the general topic revealed that, in fact, the Cape Cod segment of the Plimoth Colony paid at least
one third of all taxes owed by the Colony for the entire period up to 1692, when the Colony was absorbed into the
Massachusetts Bay Colony. Anyone with an interest in these topics may contact David for more information.

METAL DETECTOR ADVENTURES!
Member Tony Mulone now is in possession of a high-grade metal detector and has continued his investigation of
buried metal objects which may have historic importance. Several artifacts have been found at the 1750 Isaac Crocker
Farm on Olde Homestead and at the Burgess House on Route 149. The objects include metal farm implements, tools,
pieces of brick, old coins, and a musket ball, among other items. It is expected that when the Library re-opens for
regular hours, a display will be mounted that will show these artifacts, with labels, for the general public to enjoy.
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SOCIETY T-SHIRTS AND SWEATSHIRTS
Thanks to the initiatives of members John Lapham and Wendy Bierwirth, the
Society for perhaps the first time has developed commercially prepared tee
shirts and hooded pull-over sweatshirts that can be sold to the general public
as well as members, as a possible revenue stream for the Society. Both shirts
have the Society logo on the front (showing the stylized drawing of the Grist
Mill by Barbara Hill and the slogan “Preserving our Village”), and on the
back side for the 2021 edition is the amusing 1929 photograph of the
deHavilland aircraft
from the Air Field
being refueled at what
today is Cash Market
in the Village, since there was no source of fuel at the
time at the Air Field. In later years, the photograph on
the back will be changed to be one or more of the
other historic 1905 photographs mentioned earlier.
Purchasers of the shirts, then, can acquire a set of
shirts with different photographs over the years. The
shirts are available for purchase at the Library; the price
is $23 for the Tee Shirts and $39 for the hooded pullover sweatshirt, tax included.

SANDY SNEAKERS WALKS THE VILLAGE
Marstons Mills in the attic, folklore and memories. Some things never
change. For example, the washboard. Yes, the washboard! Designed
and constructed in the 1800’s. There is one company in the country
that still manufactures the practical, durable, versatile washboard: the
Columbus Washboard Company in Ohio—since 1895! The
washboard was designed with one purpose in mind: laundry.
Handwashing, however, progressed to hand-jiving. It started in the
south when the hand wash maidens started tapping, scratching and
wringing out a beat. There is an Annual Washboard Music
Festival that features Appalachian Bluegrass and Folk Music. The
washboard is used as a percussion instrument with thimbles and a
whiskbroom. They come in different sizes suitable for home décor, bluegrass music boards and doing
laundry like Grandma used to do. What’s in your attic?

A Bluegrass Jug Band
featuring the washboard
(Archives).

Hand wash like Grandma!
(designed in the 1800s)

Make juice like Grampa!
(designed in the 1900s)

A special note of tribute to Jim Gould, a
remarkable gentleman that guided Sandy
Sneakers on an unforgettable walking tour in
the woods of Marstons Mills.
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What is more fun than
teaching a three year old
how to make orange juice?

Text and photos by Sandra Bolton except where noted.

