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A few words from the President...
As spring finally joins us after a long wait, the activities of the Marstons Mills Historical Society are
proceeding forward on several fronts. As can be seen in this issue, a highly significant development has
been the digitization of multiple documents and photographs from our historical collection, through
a grant at the state level; all this has happened due to the leadership of our archivist Dianne Potter.
In addition, Sandy Bolton is busy photographing key elements of contemporary Marstons Mills in
the plan to develop a pictorial book on the Marstons Mills of the present; publication is expected
sometime in early 2016. Another 2016 project—a tour of Marstons Mills known as “Marstons Mills
Tour de Force”—is actively in the planning stages, set to occur on Saturday, June 18, 2016, from
10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. in a joint venture with the Library; a story in this issue provides details,
and volunteers are needed to make this event work smoothly. All of these activities, and others, are
indicative of a vital community with individuals who are strongly dedicated to historical preservation
and pride. We are interested in expanding the base and ask that readers spread the word about these
initiatives; in the meantime, consulting our website, marstonsmillhistorical.org, will always give
additional information. We wish everyone an enjoyable summer ahead!
Sincerely,
Dave Martin

MARSTONS MILLS TOUR DE FORCE

The planning is proceeding full speed now for the Saturday, June 18, 2016 (not 2015!) House-GardenAirfield-Horse Farm Tour, which has now been named “Marstons Mills Tour de Force” to encompass
the variety of sites. The Library and the Society are joining forces to make this event a success.
Included in the Tour will be historic houses, interesting contemporary houses, the Airfield, and at least
one horse farm—all, of course, within the borders of the Village. The Society needs volunteers to:
- serve as greeters and narrators about each site
- serve as parking attendants			
- assist with publicity (distributing posters, etc.)

- serve as monitors in the rooms of houses
- assist with refreshments

Anyone with an interest in possibly filling one of these roles, in return for a free Tour ticket, should
contact David Martin at davidmartindr@aol.com or 508-527-0460; anyone with an interest in being
part of the planning process or volunteering is invited to attend the next planning meeting, which is
set for Wednesday, June 24, 3:00 p.m., Marstons Mills Library. The Tour is scheduled from 10:00 a.m.
to 3:00 p.m., rain or shine. Tickets will be $20 each. An added feature will be the performance of an
original historical play about Marstons Mills, written by Sandy Bolton, and performed in Liberty Hall
in the afternoon of the Tour day.
The Mission of the Marstons Mills Historical Society is to foster an interest in the story of our
village. We preserve historical images, documents and artifacts, research historic resources and
support educational opportunities for all ages for villagers and other interested persons, in order to
better understand and appreciate the past, present and future of Marstons Mills.

Coming Events...
•
•

Tuesday, June 16, 2015 @2:30 p.m. Monthly meeting, Marstons Mills Public Library.
Sunday, September 13, 2015 Annual Marstons Mills Village Day, with Historical Society booth.
					
All are welcome!
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MEMBERSHIP FORM

Available for purchase at MMPL



I / we wish to join the Society and enclose payment
for my / our Individual Membership(s) at $15 each.

Barnstable 375th Anniversary
Marstons Mills is one of several
villages highlighted in this
publication. The coffee table
book includes a fascinating brief
history of the town.



I / we wish to make a charitable contribution to the
Society to support the development of its Village
Archives and the Preservation of its Collection.

Limited signed copies, Images
of America: Marstons Mills,
an Arcadia Publication written
by local historians James Gould
and Vivian Cushing. View this
publication at
marstonsmillshistorical.org/
publications.

Comments and articles
for submission should be
sent to the editor at
sturgisreference@comcast.net
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$150

$75

$25

$10

Other ______

Name: ________________________________________
Street / POB: ___________________________________
City: ______________________________ State: ______
Cut out and return to the address on the bottom of the form.

The MMHS meets on
the third Tuesday of
every month at 2:30 p.m.

$250

Zip: _____________ E-mail: ______________________



I / we wish to be notified about MMHS Meetings.
The Marstons Mills Historical Society is
a 501 (c) 3 Charitable Organization

P.O. Box 1375 Marstons Mills, MA 02648
marstonsmillshistorical.org

COLLECTION DIGITIZATION PROJECT

In the summer of 2014, we submitted the photographs used in the Gould/Cushing book to the Boston
Public Library as part of their digitization collaboration with Digital Commonwealth (DC) and the
Digital Public Library of America (DPLA). This service was provided free of charge in return for making
the images available on the DC website (digitalcommonwealth.org), as well as the DPLA website (dp.la).
The aim of these non-profit collaborative organizations is to make library and historical society collections
available on-line to be shared with researchers, students and the general public. Digital Commonwealth
has more than 130 member institutions across Massachusetts, and DPLA has close to 10 million images
available thus far.
In late February, we were notified that our images were available on the DC and DPLA websites.
They look terrific! If you go directly to our collection (digitalcommonwealth.org/collections/
commonwealth:k0698g81x) and “Select All Items,” you can see all 206 Marstons Mills images and their
identifying captions. Click on one of them and you’ll get an enlargement of the image as well as a lot more
information about the photograph.
continued p. 5

SUMMER CAMPING ON OUR PONDS

Before the Second World War, many American
middle class families sent their children off for the
months of July and August to summer camps. There
they could enjoy activities in contact with nature:
swimming, canoeing, hiking, walks, as well as crafts,
music and singing. These camps were run by professionally trained teachers who hired teenage counselors, often former campers. During that time, several
summer camps opened on Marstons Mills ponds.
The first one was Grigson’s, on the pond now called
Hamblins. June (Emma) Whittemore, a Cambridge
lower school teacher, ran the camp at the Burgess
Park from 1935 to 1937. Rick Wheeler reported
that he and his brother were among about 30 children, aged six to 12, who enjoyed swimming on the
sandy beach, sailing and rowing. Breakfast was eaten in the old Hinckley barn at the Burgess House.
Special trips were arranged to Chatham to play on
the dunes at Nauset and in the Atlantic waves.

The second summer camp in Marstons Mills was
Camp Alpine, on the east shore of Run or Middle
Pond, at the end of Alpine Way. In 1939, the musicians Mark and Lillian Budd of Newton, who had
run a camp at Nantasket, opened the camp for Jewish children on the Kenneth Martin lakeshore next
to Albert Fuller’s farm.
This was one of the first co-ed camps in New England and one of the first for children as young as
six. Their camp was popular with Jewish families
in suburbs like Newton and Brookline, and later,
New York City. Rationing of gas cut down camping
during World War II, but it thrived in the postwar
years.

Mark Budd was a professional violinist who met his
wife, the former Lillian Miller, when she substituted for a piano accompanist during his performance
at the Isabella Stewart Gardiner museum. At the
camp, they coached the children on musicals like
“Oklahoma” and “Oliver.” David Martin, a counselor there in 1960, recalls special overnights canoeing
on Bass River and day trips for strenuous mountain
climbing up Blue Hill in Milton or to Four Seas for
ice cream [see David’s accompanying article]. The
main activity, however, was on the pond: swimming
and boating. Camp Alpine continued until 1975.
The third camp here was Fair Acres Day Camp, established in 1950 on the southwest shore of Shubael
Pond. Cornelius “Connie” Fair and his wife Arlene
had run the Jetties Vacation Camp on Nantucket
for five years and bought the Henry Morse’s Edgewood dairy farm on the pond. Mrs. Fair, still hale in
her nineties, told us they bought a couple of army
buildings from Camp Edwards, offering swimming, archery, horseback riding at Oyster Harbors,
arts and crafts and nature walks. Six buses brought
children from as far as Dennis and Waquoit for a
daily session from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., in July
and August. It cost only $15 a week, plus 10 cents
for milk to go with the lunch the kids brought from
home.
In 1967, the Fairs sold the camp to Charles
“Chuck” and Carolyn Larson, who sold off much
of the land for development but retained eight acres
on the south end of the pond to run the summer
day camp. Chuck had a degree in physical education from Springfield College, and his wife learned
continued
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elementary education at Bridgewater State
College.
In 1987, the Larsons began year-round
operation of Fair Acres Country Day
School, which continues to this day under their son Kurt Larson, who has a master’s degree in exercise from Arizona State,
and his wife Jody, who was trained at Salem State College. Finances and property
management are run by the Larson’s son,
Craig. Fair Acres, including its summer
camp, has been in business now for 60
years.
We would love to hear from you if you
were a camper or counselor in Marstons
Mills.
-By James Gould
(This article first appeared August 6, 2010
in the Barnstable Enterprise).
Campers hang around the barn at Fair
Acres Day Camp, which was for
children ages three through 14 and
advertised “a private beach for swimming, canoeing, waterskiing; beautiful
lawns for sports, games, and archer;
trails through woody groves for thrills
and adventure; blueberry and blackberry
patches…” The camp was first established
in 1950 and still exists today.
(photo courtesy MMHS collections)

REFLECTIONS ON CAMP ALPINE, MARSTONS MILLS

As a counselor at Camp Alpine in Marstons Mills in the summer of 1960, I have some brief but strong
memories of the Camp and its life. It was a residential camp that had an eight-week season and served
largely the children of Jewish families from Newton and Brookline, although there was a smattering of
children from other areas in the Boston region.
I was a graduate student in Divinity in the Harvard Divinity School in that summer, having completed
my first year in theology. Mark Budd (director) hired me not only to teach “campcraft” (skills of building
shelters in the woods, etc.), but also to give the sermons at the Friday evening Sabbath services. Although
I was not Jewish, he felt that as a Unitarian I could give some brief messages after the formal service that
would be relevant to those in the camp.
People who have lived in Marstons Mills for some years will recall the incident when one of the light
planes that had taken off from Marstons Mills airport did practice parachute drops in the area. On this
particular weekday afternoon in the summer of 1960, a woman parachuted out, but her chute failed to
open, and she plunged right into Mystic Lake, not far from the camp. Needless to say, there was GREAT
excitement about her feat and her survival. In fact, no one could talk about anything else for the rest of
the day! She passed away in approximately 2006, and the Cape Cod Times obituary related this incident
in her life.					
-By David Martin
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SANDY SNEAKERS WALKS THE VILLAGE…

“Just want to jump in here and say the winter of 2015
broke all records for snowfall, whiplash and ‘cabin fever’.”

(photos by Sandra Bolton)

continued from p. 3

The original photographs are now back in our possession and
protected in the new fireproof file cabinet in our Archives. We also
received copies of the images from the Boston Public Library, and
we plan to add some of them our own webpages, including a link
to the DC collection.
The next phase of this project is to make a selection from our
collection of those photos that didn’t get into the book and start
the digitization process again with the BPL, DC and DPLA groups.
						-By Dianne Potter
(photo courtesy MMHS)
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