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A few words from the President…
With the arrival of the always-chancy New England spring, our Society has several important initiatives under
way. The first of those, which has been discussed in previous issues of The Grist, is the project to place
informative signs at each of the six different historic sites of previous mills in the village. The sites include the
locations of the Lime Kiln at Prince Cove, the Hydro-electric Plant at Prince Avenue and Route 28, the Grist
Mill opposite Mill Pond at the junction of Route 149 and Route 28, the Fulling Mill near 105 River Road, the
Sawmill near 332 Old Mill Road and the Tarpit located a short distance from the end of Crooked Cartway. We
expect the signs to be erected by the end of Spring 2017. Virtually none of these former mills is visible today,
but the sites and stories behind them are important for our village’s history. Detailed descriptions of three of
the six sites were included in a previous issue of The Grist; the descriptions of the remaining three sites are
included later in this issue.
A second project is the initiative to place signs with the date of construction and the name of the original
owner on historic homes. The first of these is on a house on Hilltop Drive, and the second is the Burgess
House; plans are afoot for several others, with the approval of and cost-sharing with the respective owners.
Larry Dick, a former full-time and current part-time resident, is coordinating this effort. Houses to be
considered would generally be at least 100 years old or exhibiting some outstanding characteristic and would be
documented through the National Register.

The third project is to honor all of the past and present directors of the Marstons Mills Library with a plaque
listing their names and dates of service; the plaque has recently been placed in the Library for all to enjoy.
A special event is also scheduled for Tuesday, June 13th at 2:30 p.m.: A Conversation about the Old Days—
recollections about historic Marstons Mills by several members of the Society and a special guest from their
own and shared memories. Watch for an announcement about the specifics of this event, which will be
enjoyable and informative for everyone. Happy spring, everyone!
-David Martin, President

FACTORIES & MILLS OF MARSTONS MILLS

continued on page 3

The Mission of the Marstons Mills Historical Society is to foster an interest in the story of our
village. We preserve historical images, documents and artifacts, research historic resources and
support educational opportunities for all ages for villagers and other interested persons, in order to
better understand and appreciate the past, present and future of Marstons Mills.

Coming Events…
Tuesday, May 9 @2:30 p.m. - Monthly meeting of the MMHS at Marstons Mills Public Library
 Tuesday, June 13 @2:30 p.m. - A Conversation about the Old Days: Recollections.


All are welcome
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OFFICERS
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MEMBERSHIP FORM

Barnstable 375th Anniversary. Marstons Mills is one
of several villages highlighted in this publication. The
coffee table book includes a fascinating brief history of
the town. Available for purchase at MMPL.

Images of America: Marstons Mills. An Arcadia



I / we wish to join the Society and enclose payment
for my / our Individual Membership(s) at $15 each.

Publication written by local historians James Gould
and Vivian Cushing. Limited signed copies. View this
publication at marstonsmillshistorical.org/publications.



NOTE: prices of some books have been reduced!

$250

I / we wish to make a charitable contribution to the
Society to support the development of its Village Archives
and the Preservation of its Collection.

Available for purchase at MMPL.

$150

$75

$25

$10

Other ______

Explore! Contemporary Marstons Mills, Cape Cod
A limited edition, full-color book by Sandra Bolton.
Mail a check payable to MMHS for $32 plus $5
shipping and handling to P.O. Box 1375, Marstons
Mills MA 02648. Also available by emailing
boltonslanding@comcast.net, subject line: order book.

Name: ________________________________________
Street / POB: ___________________________________

The MMHS meets on the second Tuesday
of every month at 2:30 p.m. at Marstons
Mills Public Library. All are welcome!

Comments and articles for submission
should be sent to
astephens@clamsnet.org.
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Cut out and return to the address on the bottom of the form.

City: ______________________________ State: ______

Zip: _____________ E-mail: ______________________



I / we wish to be notified about MMHS Meetings.

The Marstons Mills Historical Society is
a 501 (c) 3 Charitable Organization

P.O. Box 1375 Marstons Mills, MA 02648
marstonsmillshistorical.org
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FACTORY & MILL SITES, MARSTONS MILLS
BY JIM GOULD
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MOBY-DICK SURVIVORS

courtesy MMHS
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SIGNS FOR HISTORIC HOUSES
As noted earlier in the President’s Message, the Society is now prepared to assist homeowners living in historic
houses in the Village to obtain postable signs which indicate the earliest owner in most cases, along with the
documented date of construction. Anyone living in a house which was built prior to 1900 or which has some
unusual characteristic may submit their name and the location of the house. After checking with the appropriate
evidence, such as the National Historic Register, the Society will offer to have a sign made which would be of the
format:

CAPTAIN JOHN HINCKLEY
1894
The sign would be attached to the outside of the house in a place where others could see it, often but not always,
adjacent to a front door. The Society will have the sign made and ask the owner to reimburse the Society for just
the cost of the sign, which is expected to normally be about $50. Society Member Larry Dick is coordinating this
initiative, and his service is much appreciated. About three weeks should be allowed for preparation of the sign.
The hope is to better disseminate information to our community about the true historical nature of many of the
structures in our Village. Anyone who would like to have their house considered is invited to contact David Martin
at davidmartindr@aol.com to initiate the process.

DIGITIZING “THE REGISTER”
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SANDY SNEAKERS WALKS THE VILLAGE

Photos by Sandra Bolton

Homegrown Mills Hopscotch

Marstons Mills casts its magic spell, taking me where I want to go,
but I don’t know it until I arrive. Long Pond Conservation in the
Mills is a nature trail almost beyond description. You really need to
walk it to take in the beauty visually and aesthetically. It’s the
ultimate natural gift to the senses. It looks good, it smells good, it
sounds good and it feels good! The little animals scurry about
daily, the birds sing, tweet and whistle and deer and owls like the night
Here is the real scoop about the American holly. There are various types
of holly, from bushes to trees. The native American holly is evergreen.
The birds feed on the berries; however, they are not for human
consumption. The American holly tree proved to be an asset for the
Native Americans, who put to use the wood and berries for various
practical applications, such as firewood, buttons and barter.
George Washington was an ardent
fan of the American holly tree. The
Pilgrims were captivated by them.
It is a symbol of cheer. Did you
know Harry Potter’s magical wand
is made from the Holly tree?
Marstons Mills casts a spell for
Sandy Sneakers…is there
something magic in the Holly trees
that are so abundant in
Marstons Mills?
MOBY-DICK continued...
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