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A few words from the President…
We have all been experiencing a truly profound change in our daily lives, and the activities of the Marstons Mills Historical Society are no
exception. As much as possible, however, the Society’s activities have persisted. In fact, we were able to have our March meeting face-to-face—
perhaps one of the last organizational meetings able to be held that way. In this issue, readers will find accounts of archeological finds at the
Isaac Crocker Farm, an update on the project to identify the gravestones of Marstons Mills Revolutionary War Veterans and the acquisition
of more than 100 historical glass negatives of scenes in the Mills taken between 1905 and 1915. In those areas at least, the activities of the
Society haven’t been curtailed. Now, with the availability of on-line virtual communication using platforms like Zoom, we are able to further
maintain contact among members until we can once again resume face-to-face meetings. The next virtual meeting will be at 2pm on Tuesday,
June 9, 2020; a link will be sent to all members who have email. to invite them to join in that meeting, at which time we will further try to
develop answers as to the identifies of places and people in the set of now-printed glass negatives.
One further note: as a group dedicated to historical topics in our area, we hope that the recent denial of tribal status for our neighbor
Wampanoags can be reversed by those who are trying to do so. It would be a travesty for the denial to be permanent in view of the clear
historical right by the group to full status and maintenance of the historical rights that legitimately go with tribal recognition.

- David Martin, President

We wish everyone a safe and healthy spring and summer.

GENTLEMAN FARM TO DAIRY FARM:
Early History of Gifford Farm, Part II
Part I of this history can be found in The Grist Winter 2020.
In the twentieth century, the Kleinschmidts transformed
the former gentleman’s estate known as Gifford Farm into
the dairy farm that lasted until 1957. German immigrant
Louis Edgard Kleinschmidt purchased the former
Hinckley-Bourne-Bodge land in 1898 when he was 57.
His partner in the venture was his nephew, Louis Albert
Kleinschmidt. The younger Mr. Kleinschmidt was married
to Minnie T. Elizabeth, whose maiden name was Huefner.
Minnie’s widowed sister Charlotte (Huefner) Gross and
her sons lived with them until Charlotte’s marriage to the
village eccentric Gideon Lovell in 1915.
Uncle Louis Kleinschmidt had originally come to
Osterville about 1887 to teach German in the public high
school at Dry Swamp Academy. The two Louis’s set up a
dairy farm here, delivering milk by wagon. When a new
horse bolted and spilled the daily delivery, they got a truck.
Minnie and her husband had a store in Osterville until
1910. They made many improvements to the Bodge place,

adding a milk room with running water in 1904, a garage
for an auto in 1910, and a hennery in 1911.
The cranberry bog was sold to A.D. Makepeace, and much
of the outlying woodland sold off. But they had one of the
biggest trees in the neighborhood, an oak of 8 feet 5
inches circumference, and a spread of 55 feet.
The younger Kleinschmidt was active in Republican
politics and in entertainment at Village Hall, which he
managed. In 1917, Minnie was ill, so they moved to
Brooklyn where she died soon after. The farm was sold to
Lorenzo Gifford in 1919.
Lorenzo Thatcher Gifford, who lived from 1878 to 1952,
was a cooper making cranberry barrels in Santuit. He was
the younger brother of U.S. Congressman Charles L.
Gifford. He continued the previous dairy business, with
pigs and 27 cows. He delivered milk to Cotuit and
Marstons Mills in a horse-drawn wagon, and then in a
Model T. If a customer with children couldn’t pay, Mr.
Gifford delivered milk anyway.
continued on page 3

The Mission of the Marstons Mills Historical Society is to foster an interest in the story of our
village. We preserve historical images, documents and artifacts, research historic resources and
support educational opportunities for all ages for villagers and other interested persons, in order to
better understand and appreciate the past, present and future of Marstons Mills.

Coming Events…


Tuesday, June 9 @ 2:00 p.m. via Zoom
(link to online meeting will be emailed)

All are welcome!

MMHS OFFICERS
President: David Martin
Vice-President: Rick Presbrey
Secretary: Wendy Bierwith
Treasurer: Bebe Brock

MEMBERSHIP FORM


I / we wish to join the Society and enclose payment
for my / our Individual Membership(s) at $15 each.

BOOK STORE
Images of America: Marstons Mills. An Arcadia

Publication written by local historians James Gould
and Vivian Cushing. Limited signed copies. View this
publication at marstonsmillshistorical.org/publications.



I / we wish to make a charitable contribution to the
Society to support the development of its Village Archives
and the Preservation of its Collection.

Available for purchase at MMPL.

NOTE: prices of some books have been reduced!

Explore! Contemporary Marstons Mills, Cape Cod
A limited edition, full-color book by Sandra Bolton.
Mail a check payable to MMHS for $32 plus $5
shipping and handling to P.O. Box 1375, Marstons
Mills MA 02648. Also available by emailing
boltonslanding@comcast.net, subject line: order book.

Comments and articles for submission
should be sent to
astephens@clamsnet.org.

CALLING ALL
HISTORIC HOUSE
OWNERS!
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$150

$75

$25

$10

Other ______

Name: ________________________________________
Street / POB: ___________________________________
City: ______________________________ State: ______

Cut out and return to the address on the bottom of the form.

The MMHS meets on the second Tuesday
of every month at 2:00 p.m. at Marstons
Mills Public Library. All are welcome!

$250

Zip: _____________ E-mail: ______________________



I / we wish to be notified about MMHS Meetings.

The Marstons Mills Historical Society is
a 501 (c) 3 Charitable Organization

P.O. Box 1375 Marstons Mills, MA 02648
marstonsmillshistorical.org

Gentleman Farm to Dairy Farm continued...

He became a state licensed butcher, butchering for the
county jail and for private individuals. He built a slaughter
house and smoke house from timbers of the old carriage
house on an old farm in Newtown that Bob Hayden tore
down. Blood from the slaughter turned the kettle hole
into “Bloody Pond.” For cattle feed, the Giffords raised
hay, rye, and corn. They also grew their own vegetables
and picked apples, which were dried in the attic. About
1921, they bought the old Foster Crocker hardware store
in the village center. It took four or five days for two
trucks to move it on rollers to the farm, where it was
tacked onto the house as “the back room” used for
dances and family gatherings.
In spite of good times, in 1924, Lorenzo Gifford could
not make mortgage payments to Hyannis Trust and lost
the farm. In 1929 his brother, Charles Gifford, the
congressman, came to the rescue. It was he who turned
over the 120 acres to the north to his Cotuit Lakes Land
Trust, which sold it for about a thousand dollars to the
Clear Lake Duck Farm. Charles Gifford gave the
farmhouse and remaining land on three corners of the
crossroads to Lorenzo’s wife, Nora, who he knew kept
good track of money.
In 1926, Nora Pierce Gifford, who lived an extraordinary
long life from 1879 to 1972, became postmistress, moving
the office back to the farm. A separate building was
erected on the road and later moved to the Harold
Gifford house behind the fire station. Nora raised a dozen
children in this house, marrying off several from her front
porch.
For Christmas and Thanksgiving, she would put on
dinners for 35 to 50 people. During the Depression, the
post office became the center for distribution of food
under Roosevelt’s Public Assistance Program. Nora’s
daughter Jean remembered trucks arriving with canned
goods and bags of flour and sugar, for which the villagers
would line up outside the post office. The house became a
social center for dances, corn husking and quilting bees,
the latter because she had the only quilting frame in the
village.
In 1929, New England Telephone acquired a right of way
for the power line across the north part of the remaining
six acres around the farmhouse. In 1930, Lorenzo paid
$500 for five acres of swamp at the bottom of Backus
(Griegson’s) Pond to create a cranberry bog, but his
timing was off at the start of the Depression.

After World War II, Lorenzo and Nora gave the house
and land to their youngest son George T. Gifford (191595), who ran the farm and dairy until 1957, when the
rising cost of feed made farming unprofitable.
Alfred Fuller raised corn in the field behind the house.
The duck farm closed at this time, leaving as the last
farms in the southwest part of town only Warner’s cattle
ranch, Fuller’s farm (until before 1964) and the Ropes
Farm in Cotuit, which closed in 1964. As George Gifford
told historian Barbara Hill, “farming was priced right out
of business.”
In 1970, George sold the house on five remaining acres to
Robert and Sue Davenport Johnson of Osterville. The
next year Sue opened “Children’s House,” a kindergarten
and daycare center for about 75 children, including three
of her own. Connie Crosby and Maureen Smith were
teachers. Sue Davenport received the house upon their
divorce in 1974 and sold off the west lot to leave the
present 2.7 acres with the house.
After 27 years of ownership, Sue sold it in 1997 for
$145,000 to Hugh O’Connor, who was then living in the
house. Hugh sold it a year later to Deborah LawtonPawlich and Roland J. Poulin of Mashpee for $125,000.
They sold it for double that amount in 2000 to the current
owners, Douglas and Nancy Clark of Lexington, Georgia,
who have a summer home in Woods Hole. Both are
philatelic historians. Nancy has been chair of the
Barnstable Historical Commission.
The great oak tree is gone, as are the cows, pigs and
ducks, but the ancient Hinckley farmhouse still graces the
crossroads of the Cotuit Road and Lovell’s Lane.

- by James Gould

This article first appeared in the Barnstable Enterprise January 1, 2010.

Gifford Farm, MMHS archives

Was your house built before 1900? Might it be one of the
houses in the historic house survey of Marstons Mills? If
so, you may want to have a historic sign marker placed on the house. The Marstons Mills Historical Society has a
Historic House Sign Project through which they will verify the historic first owner by researching the house survey. If
the house meets the specifications, the MMHS will develop and attach an approved sign; the cost is only $50 to the
homeowner. The Society will assist with the research and will have the sign made and attached in an external place that
you will specify and approve. For more information, or to arrange for help having the house history verified, contact
David Martin at davidmartindr@aol.com or 508-527-0460. Help the Village to show its long and proud history!
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HAMBLIN HOUSE NOMINATION
In a previous issue of The Grist, the admirable preservation of the historic house known as the Luther Hamblin house
on Santuit-Newtown Road was described. The house, which dates from ca.1835, had been designated for demolition,
but the new owners, Harry and Terry Rigollet, in 2016 saved the house and preserved it in numerous and extensive
ways. The result is that the process has become a model for saving historic structures and avoiding demolition. The
Barnstable Historical Commission has re-established their Preservation Project Award, and the Hamblin house project
has been nominated for the award—along with others throughout the Town. We wish the Rigollet family the best in
this competitive process. A photograph of the front of the house is shown below.
Hamblin House before preservation (below) and after (left).

REVOLUTIONARY
WAR ANCESTORS

As with many Cape Cod towns and villages, Marstons Mills
had its share of men who fought in the Revolutionary War;
it is estimated that at least 12 of these veterans who lived in
the Mills, are buried in the Marstons Mills Cemetery on
Route 149. The Society has begun a project to identify, clean, and then honor these graves. Research done by David
Schafer of the Cape Cod Chapter of the Sons of the American Revolution (SAR), using the gravestone records by
Robert Carlson of Eastham, has identified these men according to official records of service kept by the government or
through the Sons of the American Revolution and the Daughters of the American Revolution. Existing photographs of
these gravestones were researched and compiled by Bebe Brock, our
Treasurer.
A volunteer team of Bebe Brock, Wendy Bierwirth, Jane Oakley, and David
Martin is in the process of being trained in careful methods of cleaning and
saving ancient gravestones, through the leadership of Robbin Kelley,
Cemetery Supervisor in Harwich. With permission granted from the Town
of Barnstable, the team will then identify as many as possible of the
gravestones for these men, and then clean them to be legible if possible.
Later in the year, tentatively on Saturday October 10, 2020, through
collaboration with the SAR, a ceremony will take place in the cemetery and
a plaque will be placed which lists all of their names.
Living descendants of these men are being sought to join in the process of
memorializing these veterans. As of this writing, the surnames of the men
include Crocker, Hinckley, Bodfish, and Adams. Any readers with these
surnames and with an interest in honoring the memory of these ancestors
are invited to contact David Martin at davidmartindr@aol.com or 508-5270460 to learn how to be a part of the project. The photograph shows the
one already-identified and standing stone of Ebenezer Crocker, marked
with the Sons of the American Revolution medallion and flag.
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GLASS NEGATIVES
The Society recently received information that a group of glass negative slides from Marstsons Mills was about to be auctioned in the town
of Medway. Dianne Potter and David and Sue Martin went to Medway to review the slides, numbering about 120. It was determined that
they were taken between 1905 and 1915 by a local photographer who took many such pictures of different towns and villages (including
several west of Boston and also Oak Bluffs). While some of the photographs are already in the Marstons Mills History book, written by
Jim Gould and Vivian Cushing and published by Arcadia, others had not been seen before. Consequently, bids were entered, and the
Society succeeded in purchasing the entire lot. A good portion of these turned out to be ones that our Archives did not have, and those are
being made into photographic positives for all to appreciate. A sampling of those photographs is below. Can you see Captain Oliver
Crocker in a sleigh? Can you see a view of Cash Market, with a horse and buggy in the background? What other identities of people and
places can you find in any of the photographs? Please send your ideas to davidmartindr@aol.com or 508-527-0460.
When the positives are made, a display will be organized in the Library for all to enjoy.
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ARTIFACT DISCOVERIES
One of our Marstons Mills neighbors, Tony Mulone, at the beginning of the year used a reliable and effective metal
detector to bring up metallic artifacts in the area surrounding the Isaac Crocker Farm (ca. 1750) on Olde Homestead
Drive, currently owned and farmed by Dr. Joan Spiegel. An earlier excellent restoration of the farm’s decaying silo
according to traditional standards and using many original materials had received praise in a previous edition of The
Grist. Now, these two sets of artifacts, pictured below, have generated excitement among members who have been able
to view them or their photographs. It is well-known that the best places for archeological investigation are sometimes
refuse piles and outhouses. The artifacts here were found in the ground surrounding the farmhouse and also in a place
which was apparently used as a refuse dump by residents of the long past.
As an interesting exercise, take a look at the two photographs and see how many you or fellow readers can identify:

Now that you have taken a look, take another look at the second of the two photographs and see if you can find the
following items which have been tentatively identified by multiple viewers:
 A Model-T Ford engine cap
 Button
 Belt buckles
 Axe head
 A musket ball (reportedly a caliber that identifies it from before 1750)
 Tops of powder cans for sprinkling powder on animals, probably horses

 A flat iron for ironing clothes

A spoon is obvious in both photographs, as are animal tie-up hooks. Any reader with additional ideas about other items
is invited to contact David Martin at davidmartindr@aol.com or call 508-527-0460. Enjoy this window on the past.

SANDY SNEAKERS WALKS THE VILLAGE
The soaring 2020’s is an unimaginable beginning of a new decade. From sidewalk chalk to tele-medical technology to
Teddy bears in windows to home-schooling to remarkable medical facilitation. When the world is turned upside down and
inside out, creativity, kindness and generosity jumps up in unlimited supply.
Did you know there is a Chalk Festival event of public art? The festival
features Sidewalk Artists. I came across this magnificent sidewalk chalk
creation at the top of a Marstons Mills driveway with intense family
unity. It is during a “pandemic” that hidden talent is revealed. The
family that chalks together stays together.
There is homeschooling with virtual classrooms. The
teachers are diligent and work tirelessly from their
homes for our children. There are special delivery goodie bags and books delivered by
volunteers from a local village candy shop. It is more blessed to give than receive. A
lesson in generosity for the kids to mimic.

Text and photos by Sandra Bolton
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Did you know the daffodil has a “trumpet shape corona cap’ that distinguishes it in the
narcissus family? Mother nature is adoring at times and unpredictable at other times,
but faith, hope and charity springs eternal. It is never more evident than during a crisis.
‘Til next time there is one last thing: “an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure.”

