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A few words from the President

As the incoming President of the Society, I have the good fortune to inherit the excellent set of
initiatives and accomplishments that were begun by both Sandy Bolton and Bob Frazee as Past
Presidents. The Society is a vital organization with fine achievements already and the potential to
do still more in broad fashion. Among the upcoming plans are a book showcasing contemporary
Marstons Mills and a Village Tour to include houses, gardens, the airfield and more, scheduled for
next year, to name only two of those. Both of these items are described elsewhere in this issue of The
Grist. In addition, our collection of memorabilia and artifacts is taking good shape in our archives at
the Library. We earnestly solicit our current members to get the word out about the exciting things
that are happening and encourage new faces to come to our regular meetings on the third Tuesday
afternoon of the month at 2:30pm at the Marstons Mills Public Library. Looking forward to seeing
everyone at our meetings and to your involvement in different activities that interest you!
Sincerely,
Dave Martin

NEW OFFICERS FOR MMHS
At the Annual Meeting of the Society at the Burgess House on January 20, 2015, a new slate of officers for
2015 was elected. Officers are as follows: President, David Martin; Vice-President, Claire Melix; Secretary, Jim
Gould; and Treasurer, Nancy Wong. Sandra Bolton as outgoing president was cited for a highly successful year
with numerous accomplishments, now listed in the minutes of that meeting. Anyone wishing to see the list can
contact David Martin at davidmartindr@aol.com. Appreciation was also expressed to Hank Farnham, outgoing
Vice-President, for his many years of service to the Society.

VILLAGE TOUR IS IN PLANNING STAGES
A multi-faceted Village Tour of Marstons Mills, focusing on interesting houses, gardens, the airport and horse
farm, is set for June 18, 2016 (yes, 2016). The event will be an adventure for the entire family to enjoy. A
planning group is determining which sites might be the most interesting to people taking the tour and then
obtaining permission from those owners. The tour, which will take place on a Saturday, from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00
p.m., will also include a performance in Liberty Hall of the original one-act stage play, The Birth of the Marstons
Mills Library, written by Sandra Bolton; light refreshments will be served. Individual and family tickets will be
available for purchase. The project is a joint venture between MMHS and the Marstons Mills Public Library.
Advance and on-site tickets will be available for the day’s entertainment. More information will be shared in
future issues of The Marston’s Grist as it becomes available. Anyone who either has a suggestion for a house or
garden to be included in the 2016 tour, or who would like to volunteer their home as part of the tour, is invited
to contact David Martin at davidmartindr@aol.com, to discuss possibilities.

The Mission of the Marstons Mills Historical Society is to foster an interest in the story of our
village. We preserve historical images, documents and artifacts, research historic resources and
support educational opportunities for all ages for villagers and other interested persons, in order to
better understand and appreciate the past, present and future of Marstons Mills.

Coming Events...
•
•

Tuesday, March 17, 2015 @2:30 p.m. Monthly meeting, Marstons Mills Public Library.
Tuesday, April 21, 2015 @2:30 p.m. Monthly meeting, TBA.
					
All are welcome!
MARSTONS MILLS
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
OFFICERS
President: David Martin
Vice-President: Claire Melix
Secretary: Jim Gould
Treasurer: Nancy Wong

MEMBERSHIP FORM

Available for purchase at MMPL



I / we wish to join the Society and enclose payment
for my / our Individual Membership(s) at $15 each.

Barnstable 375th Anniversary
Marstons Mills is one of several
villages highlighted in this
publication. The coffee table
book includes a fascinating brief
history of the town.



I / we wish to make a charitable contribution to the
Society to support the development of its Village
Archives and the Preservation of its Collection.

Limited signed copies, Images
of America: Marstons Mills,
an Arcadia Publication written
by local historians James Gould
and Vivian Cushing. View this
publication at
marstonsmillshistorical.org/
publications.

Comments and articles
for submission should be
sent to the editor at
sturgisreference@comcast.net
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$150

$75

$25

$10

Other ______

Name: ________________________________________
Street / POB: ___________________________________
City: ______________________________ State: ______
Cut out and return to the address on the bottom of the form.

The MMHS meets on
the third Tuesday of
every month at 2:30 p.m.

$250

Zip: _____________ E-mail: ______________________



I / we wish to be notified about MMHS Meetings.
The Marstons Mills Historical Society is
a 501 (c) 3 Charitable Organization

P.O. Box 1375 Marstons Mills, MA 02648
marstonsmillshistorical.org

CONTEMPORARY MARSTONS MILLS BOOK

A new publication by the Society is being explored as an in-depth look at contemporary Marstons Mills. A series
of beautiful full-color photographs, would be composed into a book; personal interviews and photographs will be
combined by Marstons Mills resident Sandra Bolton, in collaboration with Prof. Jim Gould in the choice of sites
and their descriptions. External funding is being sought for the project, and the book would be available in early
2016 for purchase.

MARSTONS MILLS ARCHIVES

The Society’s Archives Center is located at the Marstons Mills Library. It is being well organized with the arrival of
new cabinets, including a fireproof cabinet, thanks to the hard work of the Collections Committee and donations
received by the Society. The Collection includes old photographs (some of which are poster-size), letters, postcards,
and artifacts such as an old school bell and a surviving milk bottle from the local dairy, among other fascinating
items. Dianne Potter has been hard at work in the organizing process for several months.

TREASURE HIGHLAND

Today, when we go to the Marstons Mills shopping
center on Route 28, we can hardly believe that this
was once “a Cotuit Disneyland” called Treasure
Highland. The bank building was the main office
of a vast complex of ancient buildings, railway cars,
army barracks, recycled lumber and household
fixtures. The funeral home was the 1915 Marstons
Mills schoolhouse, Peck’s Boat Yard was the 1881
Sandwich Freight Depot and the Oyster Shack was
once the home of Cotuit Oyster Co., owned by
Harry Height of Eastman Kodak, who summered
in Marstons Mills.
Treasure Highland was the creation of Robert
Ferguson Hayden III (1910-1980). It all began in
1936 when Sandwich decided to demolish Sandwich
Academy, its old high school, and sold it to Hayden
for a dollar. Hayden had grown up summering
in Cotuit, where his father had a summer dental
office. After graduating from college, he bought
a Marstons Mills farm on the west side of Patty’s
Pond. Besides raising a family and a lot of livestock,
Hayden accumulated useful parts of buildings he
demolished, like the 30-room mansion of Boston
Globe publisher General Charles Taylor, located
where Mass. Maritime Academy now stands.
Selectman Chester Crocker winked an eye at the
accumulation, since it was far enough off Newtown
Road not to see. But after the war the overflow got
too great, and in 1946 Hayden paid $700 for 40
acres on Route 28 to store his treasure.
It is rumored that Hayden moved over 5,000
buildings, and that may be an underestimate. Some
buildings came here for a while: the base of the Shaw
windmill in Pocasset; the Hyannis railroad station;

and the Hyannisport caddy camp. Valuable pieces of
other sites showed up: marble from the Albee Theater
in Providence; the baptismal font of a Dorchester
church; and two combination baggage-passenger
cars of the New Haven railroad.
Hayden was also a musician who played cornet and
collected jazz recordings as well as buildings. A poem
he wrote says: “His crew was rough and tumble,/
They would weave and curse and mumble.”
The first thing in the morning, Hayden trucks had
to tank up at the package store. As George Pierce of
Marstons Mills said, “Fifty cents would buy a pint of
Muscatel.” He recalled that one of the crew bought
a pint of booze and climbed under the barracks they
were moving. Hayden was rewarded with a shower
of stones.
Miraculously, there were no serious accidents. The
worst was when Hayden lost his right index finger in
a jack. He went to Dr. Lewis in Sandwich, who said
he’d have to amputate. Hayden said no, and went
to Cape Cod Hospital, where they sewed it back on.
Another time a jack hit him under his larynx. He lost
his voice for a month and had to communicate with
his family by the lazy susan on the dining room table.
Leonard Peck told how Hayden seldom had any cash.
When George Pierce was hired, Fergie told him,
“George, you aren’t married. I’ll give you a chicken
this week.” Two chickens if you were married. When
he did get some cash, Hayden was careful to divide
it among the men.
The workhorse of house moving was a big, red
International truck mounted with a tall A-frame.
This vehicle lifted the steeple onto the Rooster church
continued
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in West Barnstable and toppled the Provincetown
power plant chimney. Its longest haul was 35 miles,
moving the Brewster windmill to Heritage Plantation
in Sandwich.

When the ground was cleared they saved “Tink’s
tree,” which Tink watered every day. Tink was
one of the expert moving crew that included the
six Washington brothers, descended from George
Washington, the slave whom Russell Marston rescued
But Hayden’s dream was a mini-mall. He battled for a from the slave-hunters.
decade in town meetings to get the zoning permit and
finally was able to begin in 1978. The first shopping Since 1975 Hayden’s son Bob (Robert Ferguson IV)
center was built in 1982, and a much larger Stop & has carried on the Cape’s biggest moving business
Shop market was erected in 2002.
from an old army barracks, one of hundreds his father
moved from Camp Edwards.
-by James Gould

Treasure Highland, 1954. (courtesy of Cynthia and Bob Hayden, Jr.)

COMMUNITY ACCESS CABLE TELEVISION

Three members of the Society were interviewed at the Burgess House during January by Sarah Colvin,
producer of the Barnstable Today cable television show, for the series on the villages of the town. Jim Gould,
Bob Frazee and David Martin provided narratives about the history of the village and some of its important
features; the history was traced back to colonial times and the settlement by Roger Goodspeed and then the
later arrival of the Marston family to establish fulling mills. Check local listings for the broadcast.

AIRFIELD DEVELOPMENT

A 10-year contract was awarded to Chris Siderwicz to manage the Cape Cod Airfield and its operations. The
airfield is carefully preserved and remains active as a working public Recreational Landing Area, including
facilities for bi-plane rides. The replica of the original windmill of Osterville, located between the hangars, has
been restored and is easily visible from Route 149 across the airfield. Vintage and reproduction airplanes are
being worked on in the hangars. The Mills is proud to have this unique facility within its borders.
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SANDY SNEAKERS WALKS THE VILLAGE…

“Check out these gorgeous scenes
of autumn in Marstons Mills!”

Strutting his stuff, Cranberry Sunset Farm.
(photo by Sandra Bolton)

Cranberry Sunset Farm.
(photo by Sandra Bolton)

Autumn blues (Hamblin’s Pond).
(photo by Sandra Bolton)
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