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A few words from the President…
Our fall of 2016 has been a most interesting one for our Society. First, we are starting to learn more and more
about the upcoming 400th anniversary celebration of the arrival of the Mayflower; “Plymouth 400” as an
organization is planning numerous festivals and observances, beginning in 2019 and lasting more than a year.
Because we are reminded that the Pilgrims first landed on Cape Cod, rather than Plymouth, this observance
will include the Cape; and of course Cape Cod was part of the Plymouth Colony. We will update everyone as
more information becomes available.
Second, we have focused much attention on the identification and marking of historic mill sites in Marstons
Mills. Thanks to our intrepid historian, Jim Gould, we now have not only a map but also detailed descriptions
and historical information about each of six sites. These were early manufacturing sites with dates as early as
1687 and as late as 1945. Elsewhere in this issue is the first of two installments, written by Jim, about the
background and activities of these sites; in this issue we have information on the Lime Kilns, the Hydro-electric
Plant, and the Grist Mill. In the next issue of The Grist will be information on the Fulling Mill, the Sawmill,
and the Tarpit. We are working hard to develop and find funding for signage for each site, which will not only
raise local awareness for those of us who live in the Village, but also be informative for visitors to our region. It
is easy to see that Marstons Mills at one time was a kind of cradle for considerable manufacturing in early
America, even though today we see it as primarily residential.
Third, an effort is under way to restore a historic name to one of the numerous fresh-water ponds in Marstons
Mills. The body of water between River Road and Newtown-Santuit Road, which has been known in more
recent history as “Muddy Pond,” is being considered for a return to its original name of “Crocker Pond.”
Inasmuch as the Isaac Crocker Farm is still preserved in that area as an historic site, the reversion to the
original name makes excellent sense, both for the present and the past. Because it is classified as a Great Pond
(administered by the State), an act of the General Court of Massachusetts will be necessary in order to
accomplish the change officially. This pond has had a confusing history down through the years in regard to its
name. Apparently its original name was indeed Crocker Pond. In the meantime, the name Muddy Pond had
been given to a body of water east of River Road, which subsequently dried up and became a cranberry bog in
the latter 19th century, whereupon the name was transferred to the present body of water. It is interesting to
note that the real-estate developer of the Homestead subdivision, which borders the pond, put the name
“Crocker Pond” on the town plot plans in 1987 when the plans were being drawn up. Current residents are
eager for the return to the original name since “Muddy Pond “ is a misnomer anyway—it is not particularly
muddy!
We will follow these developments as they evolve, and now we wish everyone a most happy year in 2017.
-David Martin, President

The Mission of the Marstons Mills Historical Society is to foster an interest in the story of our
village. We preserve historical images, documents and artifacts, research historic resources and
support educational opportunities for all ages for villagers and other interested persons, in order to
better understand and appreciate the past, present and future of Marstons Mills.

Coming Events…
Tuesday, January 10 @2:30 p.m. - Annual meeting of the MMHS at Marstons Mills Public Library
 Tuesday, February 14 @2:30 p.m. - Monthly meeting of the MMHS at Marstons Mills Public Library
 Tuesday, March 14 @2:30 p.m. - Monthly meeting of the MMHS at Marstons Mills Public Library


All are welcome
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Barnstable 375th Anniversary. Marstons Mills is one
of several villages highlighted in this publication. The
coffee table book includes a fascinating brief history of
the town. Available for purchase at MMPL.

Images of America: Marstons Mills. An Arcadia



I / we wish to join the Society and enclose payment
for my / our Individual Membership(s) at $15 each.

Publication written by local historians James Gould
and Vivian Cushing. Limited signed copies. View this
publication at marstonsmillshistorical.org/publications.



NOTE: prices of some books have been reduced!

$250

I / we wish to make a charitable contribution to the
Society to support the development of its Village Archives
and the Preservation of its Collection.

Available for purchase at MMPL.

$150

$75

$25

$10

Other ______

Explore! Contemporary Marstons Mills, Cape Cod
A limited edition, full-color book by Sandra Bolton.
Mail a check payable to MMHS for $32 plus $5
shipping and handling to P.O. Box 1375, Marstons
Mills MA 02648. Also available by emailing
boltonslanding@comcast.net, subject line: order book.

Name: ________________________________________
Street / POB: ___________________________________

The MMHS meets on the second Tuesday
of every month at 2:30 p.m. at Marstons
Mills Public Library. All are welcome!

Comments and articles for submission
should be sent to
astephens@clamsnet.org.
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Cut out and return to the address on the bottom of the form.

City: ______________________________ State: ______

Zip: _____________ E-mail: ______________________



I / we wish to be notified about MMHS Meetings.

The Marstons Mills Historical Society is
a 501 (c) 3 Charitable Organization

P.O. Box 1375 Marstons Mills, MA 02648
marstonsmillshistorical.org

FACTORIES & MILLS OF MARSTONS MILLS

continued on page 4
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FACTORY & MILL SITES, MARSTONS MILLS
BY JIM GOULD

FACTORIES & MILLS continued...
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FACTORIES & MILLS continued...

THE MERRILL ESTATE - A MM House History

courtesy MMHS

continued on page 6
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SANDY SNEAKERS WALKS THE VILLAGE

Shores of Shubael Pond

Some things just stir up so
many wonderful memories.
Like when I stumbled
across these bikes. I just
could not help myself. I
remember my Schwinn
bicycle. The deluxe model
“The Starlet.” I was the
queen of the neighborhood.

Photos by Sandra Bolton

Homegrown Mills Hopscotch

Saddlebags, tassels, grips, horn, basket, light
(headlight? like, who let their kid out at night to ride
in the 50’s?) rear seat, balloon tires, Windswept
Green with white trim…
Then we have the Marstons Mills landmark bicycle, put
out to pasture on scenic Route 149 to bring a smile to
faces of hundreds of passers-by.
There are bicycle trails and courses throughout Marstons Mills. A course is a
portion of a trail, a route, developed by a community of users. In the world of
cyclists, a “Guru” refers to an individual who does the same course the most
times of anybody.
MERRILL HOUSE continued...
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