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A few words from the President…
As we begin not only a new year but also a new decade, the Marstons Mills Historical Society has several
exciting initiatives under way. One of those is the project to identify the graves of Marstons Mills Revolutionary
War Patriots, buried in the Marstons Millls Cemetery on Route 149; the aim is to enable the Society, in
conjunction with the Sons of the American Revolution, to honor the service of these men of the past who
fought to establish our national independence. Another is the unearthing of a set of fascinating artifacts from
the Isaac Crocker Farm (ca.1750), as the result of using a metal detector; at both of the January and February
2020 meetings, members will have an opportunity to learn more as well as to actually see some of these
artifacts, which clearly establish an 18th century date for the Farm and its house. Still another project is the
ongoing effort to update the large inventory of historic properties in the Village, as recognized by the
Massachusetts Historical Commission. Volunteers are needed in pursuing all three of these projects. Anyone
interested in any of them should contact David Martin at davidmartindr@aol.com. Best wishes for the New
Year to everyone.
-David Martin, President
The 90 anniversary of our Marstons Mills Airfield was marked in September of 2019 (see the Fall issue of Indian Ponds Association
Newsletter - indianponds.org). The airfield has also been the topic of community discussion, and below, Rick Presbrey has provided a
new dimension to its history.
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CAPE GRAND PRIX AUTO RACE, 1935
I moved to Marstons Mills 14 years ago from West
Barnstable with my wife Melanie and our son Paul.
During that period I have come to appreciate life in
the Mills to the point that it is now the place I like the
most of anywhere I have lived. I like the people, the
rural feel, and that the name itself suggests a busy
human history going back four centuries and more.
As an older person I am experiencing life as relatively
short, making a century or two not seem so long ago.
Perhaps because of that I feel more connected to the
past and the people involved in it. I know of no
history of my family having lived on the Cape before
we settled here 45 years ago except for the existence
of the “Presby Farm Road in Sandwich,” which
suggests that someone I may have been related to
once lived here.

With all of those feelings I made a surprising
discovery about ten years ago. As a sports car racing
driver participating in a vintage race in Pittsburgh,
PA, I learned that one of the cars racing in the event
had raced in Marstons Mills sometime in its history!
When I asked the owner of the car, he didn’t know
anything of the car’s Mills history. During the
following years I gathered information and learned
about the Mills race and its history from several
sources including Crocker Snow’s autobiography, the
Sturgis Library, the International Motor Racing
Research Center in Watkins Glen, NY, a flea market
at Lime Rock Park (racecourse) in CT, and at the
airfield itself at this past summer’s “fly-in”
celebration.
continued on page 3

The Mission of the Marstons Mills Historical Society is to foster an interest in the story of our
village. We preserve historical images, documents and artifacts, research historic resources and
support educational opportunities for all ages for villagers and other interested persons, in order to
better understand and appreciate the past, present and future of Marstons Mills.

Coming Events…






Tuesday, January 14: Annual Meeting at Marstons Mills Public Library, 2:00 p.m.
Tuesday, February 11: Regular meeting at MMPL, 2:00 p.m.
Tuesday, March 10: Regular meeting at MMPL, 2:00 p.m.
Tuesday, April 14: Regular meeting at MMPL, 2:00 p.m.
Tuesday, May 9: Regular meeting at MMPL, 2:00 p.m.

All are welcome!

MMHS OFFICERS
President: David Martin
Vice-President: Robert Frazee
Secretary: Joyce Abbey
Treasurer: Bebe Brock

}

It is now the annual “Dues Time” for members of
MMHS. Dues are still $15 per year, and additional
donations are always most appreciated. If for any
reason anyone did not receive the dues reminder,
they can be sent by check made out to MMHS and
mailed to P.O. Box 1375, Marstons Mills, 02648,
or given to any officer to bring to a meeting.

BOOK STORE

MEMBERSHIP FORM


I / we wish to join the Society and enclose payment
for my / our Individual Membership(s) at $15 each.

Images of America: Marstons Mills. An Arcadia



Available for purchase at MMPL.

$250

I / we wish to make a charitable contribution to the
Society to support the development of its Village Archives
and the Preservation of its Collection.

Publication written by local historians James Gould
and Vivian Cushing. Limited signed copies. View this
publication at marstonsmillshistorical.org/publications.

$150

$75

$25

$10

Other ______

NOTE: prices of some books have been reduced!

Explore! Contemporary Marstons Mills, Cape Cod

The MMHS meets on the second Tuesday
of every month at 2:00 p.m. at Marstons
Mills Public Library. All are welcome!

Comments and articles for submission
should be sent to
astephens@clamsnet.org.
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Cut out and return to the address on the bottom of the form.

A limited edition, full-color book by Sandra Bolton.
Mail a check payable to MMHS for $32 plus $5
shipping and handling to P.O. Box 1375, Marstons
Mills MA 02648. Also available by emailing
boltonslanding@comcast.net, subject line: order book.

Name: ________________________________________
Street / POB: ___________________________________
City: ______________________________ State: ______

Zip: _____________ E-mail: ______________________



I / we wish to be notified about MMHS Meetings.

The Marstons Mills Historical Society is
a 501 (c) 3 Charitable Organization

P.O. Box 1375 Marstons Mills, MA 02648
marstonsmillshistorical.org

Cape Grand Prix Auto Race, 1935 continued...

Race course, polo field and the airport
layout. Photo by Edward McCarty, Hyannis, 1938.

There was one International race at the airport on
Race Lane in June 1935. In one document, I read
that there was a second race in 1936, but I have
found no information to confirm that it actually
happened. My guess is that the soft sandy conditions
at the course in 1935 failed to attract racers the
following year. From what I have determined the
9/10 of mile course was just to the north east of
what was the polo field, which is now used to fly
model remote control airplanes (see above photo).

Amelia Earhart. His son, Crocker Snow, Jr. who lives
in Ipswich, MA (and who has been a speaker at an
MMHS meeting) remains very involved in the sport
of polo and is currently the coach of one of the
college teams in Boston.
The highly anticipated first race, which was one of a
series in the northeastern United States, was attended
by an estimated 3,000 people. It was likely the only
international race held in the Mills. It is interesting to
note that 3,000 people came to the 1935 race when
the population of the entire Town was about 11,000,
and this past summer about 4,000 people came to the
fly-in with the population of Barnstable being about
45,000! There were other local events including
motorcycle races held on the course in the ’30's. This
event was held on June 29, 1935 and was 75 laps or
67.5 miles, resulting in an average speed of about 31
miles per hour. At that time a Model A Ford had a
top speed of about 45 MPH.

Crocker Snow, who lived in Buzzards Bay in the
Summer and north of Boston the rest of the year,
was very involved in the airfield, the polo field, and
creating the race course in 1934. Snow was a very
enterprising man who had many interests including
polo, fast cars, and aeronautics. Snow played a major
role in the development of private, commercial and
military aviation and during his career became the
Director of the Massachusetts Aeronautical
Administration. Two interesting facts about Snow In preparation for the race Snow had rolled and
are that his first pilot license was signed by Orville paved all the corners with crushed stone and oiled
Wright,
and of
Snow
onceat flew
Boston
This
aerial photo
the Marina
Prince over
Cove was
taken inwith
about 1968 and is courtesy of Vivian Cushing.
continued on page 5
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WEST BARNSTABLE & MARSTONS MILLS:
COMMON LINKS
At the MMHS’s regular meeting in October, 2019, Fred Clausen, member of the West Barnstable Historical Society
shared historical accounts about the common histories of neighbors Marstons Mills and West Barnstable. Fred narrated
his talk with photographs, letters and artifacts from West Barnstable, pointing out the surnames that are common to
both villages. He also described how the Cape Cod Airfield shares land in common with both villages. Being very
knowledgeable about West Parish in West Barnstable, he provided anecdotes about its early origins, its renovation, its
reconstruction and the historical observations that have occurred throughout 2019 to mark the 400th anniversary of the
original parish in England before it came to America and to Cape Cod, as well as the 300th anniversary of the 1717
Meetinghouse—an iconic building which is a classic example of early New England architecture.

MARSTONS MILLS CEMETERY &
HEARSE HOUSE TOUR
Also at the October meeting of the MMHS, Jim Gould provided a Walk and Talk at the Marstons Mills Cemetery. He
identified the gravestones of key citizens in the Mills and told stories about their lives. The narrative was videotaped by
Wendy Bierwirth. Jim had conducted tours of the cemetery in years past, and our Archives contain written narratives
about numerous historic graves there. The tour was followed by a visit to the 19th century Hearse and the historic
Hearse House. Tour members had a chance to see the Hearse and found it in reasonably good condition, although a
restoration would be highly desirable. The Hearse House may be the only remaining such building in any of the villages
of the Town. Anyone who would like to view the Hearse should contact David Martin at davidmartindr@aol.com.

REVOLUTIONARY WAR GRAVESTONE
PROJECT
The September 2019 meeting of the MMHS included a presentation about the Revolutionary War gravestone-marking
ceremony held in Falmouth’s Old Burying Ground in May of 2019, honoring the gravesite of David Martin’s
Revolutionary War ancestor, William Swift—his 4th great-grandfather.
That session stimulated conversation about honoring the Revolutionary War veterans of Marstons Mills, taking
advantage of the cemetery in the Mills. David Schafer, Registrar and Genealogist of the Cape Cod Chapter of the Sons
of the American Revolution (SAR), came to the December 2019 meeting of the Society to discuss the process of
learning the identity, and then honoring the service, of veterans of that war in our community. A project has begun,
which will involve several steps:





Cleaning the gravestones of the most likely veterans, in the front rows of the Cemetery.
Collecting the names of Mills men whose dates correspond with possible service in the war.
Matching gravestones found with names on the Soldiers and Sailors National List.
Contacting the living descendants of these men, to learn if they are interested in participating in the honoring of the
gravestones.
 Arranging with the Cape Chapter of SAR to organize appropriate ceremonies of honor.
Anyone interested in participating in the search process or any other aspect are invited to contact David Martin at
davidmartindr@aol.com by January 15, 2020, to join a team that will be working on the project.
At the Annual Meeting scheduled for Tuesday, January 14, the following slate of officers for 2020 will be brought for vote; this slate was
announced at the December meeting. Any further nominations are always welcome:

♦
♦

President, David Martin
Treasurer, Bebe Brock

♦
♦

Vice-President, Rick Presbrey
Secretary, Wendy Bierwirth

Special thanks are due to Bob Frazee for his past work for several years as Vice-President, and to Joyce Abbey for her past work as
Secretary. Please attend and cast your vote!
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Cape Grand Prix Auto Race, 1935 continued...

the entire course with an oil mixture to hold down
the dust. At the time Snow was the principal of a
flying school at the site. Of the sixteen cars entered
only twelve actually started the race, six of which
came from the US with the remaining six coming
from England, France, and Italy. The race began
with each of the drivers running from across the
road to their cars (see right photo) as they traditionally
did at the 24 Hours of Le Mans race until recently.
The only local car was a last-minute entry from the
Hyannis Chevrolet Garage (see photo below), which
remarkably had no suspension, making for a bonejarring ride. Race officials at first denied the late
entry with its “greasy mechanics” but ultimately
relented, only requiring that the team allow officials
to select an experienced driver for the car.

The race begins! Photo source unknown.

spots. The Hyannis entry, driven by a non-local
driver named Erik Stetson, did not finish the race
because of exhaustion. One report wrote that
“Stetson was lifted out of the car more dead than
alive to the accompaniment of cries from his crew of
‘Quitter’ from his thoroughly unsympathetic pit
crew.” It seems likely that they never built a race car
without a suspension to absorb bumps and improve
cornering speed again.

The driver of the car coming in second was named
Barron Collier, Jr. whose father was a well-known
advertising entrepreneur in New York City in the late
19th century, who invested in 1.3 million acres in
Florida. In 1933 he and his three sons founded the
Automobile Racing Club of America (ARCA) which
organized eight to ten races a year for several years
including the race in Marstons Mills in which one of
The Chevy Garage car. Photo source unknown. his sons, Baron Collier, competed. ARCA later
became the Sports Car Club of America (SCCA)
The race lasted for about 2.5 hours, with a Willys which is now the pre-eminent amateur sports car
coming in both first and second and a Lancia, racing organization in the United States.
Bentley and MG taking the next three finishing
continued on page 7

CALLING ALL HISTORIC HOUSE OWNERS!
Was your house built before 1900? Might it be one of the houses in
the historic house survey of Marstons Mills? If so, you may want to
have a historic sign marker placed on the house. The Marstons Mills
Historical Society has a Historic House Sign Project through which
they will verify the historic first owner by researching the house survey.
If the house meets the specifications, the MMHS will develop and
attach an approved sign; the cost is only $50 to the homeowner.
The Society will assist with the research and will have the sign made
and attached in an external place that you will specify and approve.
For more information, or to arrange for help having the house
history verified, contact David Martin at davidmartindr@aol.com or
508-527-0460 Help the Village to show its long and proud history!
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HISTORIC STRUCTURES INVENTORY
The Massachusetts Historical Commission has a procedure for identifying historic structures in any place in
Massachusetts. In Marstons Mills, there are nearly 60 of such certified historic structures, all of which date from prior to
1900, with some as early as the mid-18th century. These Forms need to be updated, since it has been about 20 years
since they were last done. Contained in the Forms are a photograph of the structure, its location by a small map, its
architectural significance, its historic significance and the chain of title that includes the list of dates and persons when
the property changed hands, down to the present day. Anyone who is interested in learning how to update these forms
may contact David Martin for some training in the process—it is a great way to contribute to keeping our records up to
date.

MARKING MAYFLOWER 400
While the Society is not aware of any Mayflower passengers from 1620 having resided in what became known as
Marstons Mills, certainly some of their descendants have lived in the Village. Since 2020 marks the 400th anniversary of
the arrival of the Pilgrims on these shores, the Society is seeking suggested topics for regular meetings which relate in
some way to the observation of this significant anniversary. A number of Cape-wide events are scheduled for the year,
and anyone with suggested speakers or topics or presentations is invited to contact David Martin as soon as possible.

DISCOVERIES AT CROCKER FARM
In late Fall 2019, a Marstons Mills resident with a metal detector applied it to the ground of the Isaac Crocker Farm (330
Olde Homestead Drive) to see what artifacts might be able to be discovered. The Farm has been designated as having
been developed in about 1750 by Isaac Crocker. The metal detector turned up a number of important artifacts from the
period, including a belt buckle, a musket ball, and several other objects which have been dated in the same period.
These discoveries are an important aid in confirming the projected date of development. In addition, plans are being
made to display a photograph of all of the artifacts found as well as to show several of the most important artifacts,
which are being preserved carefully by the current owner of the Farm. A separate announcement will be made about the
meeting date when these items will be shown.

EARLY HISTORY OF GIFFORD FARM, PART I
Gifford Farm was one of the last working farms in the western
part of Barnstable. It is located at the crossroads of the
Newtown-Osterville Road, locally named Hog Alley, and the
West Barnstable Road, or Route 149, a quarter of a mile north
of the center of Marstons Mills village. The land extended all
the way up to the lakes, west to the river, and east to the hearing
run where the landfill now exists.
We do not know when the first farmhouse was built here, but
Nancy Clark, head of the town historical commission and her
historian husband Douglas who currently live in the 1850 house,
have found evidence of a much older house at the back, perhaps
a half Cape Cod cottage dating from about 1790 or earlier.
Nathaniel Hinckley (1731-1800), the fifth generation from the
first settler of that name, already had extensive holdings in the
area, including land next to the burial ground. Nathaniel and his
wife Elisabeth's 11- year-old son Samuel was the first Hinckley
buried in the village burial ground in 1777, so they had moved
here by that date.
Nathaniel's will of 1799 left most of his real estate to his son
Chipman Hinckley (1770-1858) after his wife Elizabeth's death.
Chipman Hinckley inherited large lands in the area and half
ownership of the grist mill. After the death of his first wife
Olive Nye of Sandwich he married a local woman, Abigail
Hamblin. In his will of 1847, his elder son Nathaniel got the
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store in the village, and his younger son Russell got all the rest
of the extensive estate including the house.
Nancy Clark tells the story of how the house was its present
Greek Revival form in 1857. Russell Hinckley asked Falmouth
school teacher Lydia P. Baker, daughter of Capt. Francis Baker
to be his wife. She said she would only move here if he would
make it the fanciest house in the village. The Marston house
was bigger, but the new house with its four Greek columns was
surely more stylish and modern.
Russell Hinckley (1821-1891) was one of the largest landowners,
having inherited the 200-acre farm and 300 acres of woodland
and numerous productive marshes from his father Chipman
Hinckley. Founding president of the Barnstable Farmers Club,
he consistently won prizes at the county fair for his steers,
working horses, sheep, and yearling colts, for vegetables like
carrots, turnips, and potatoes, fruit like apples and cranberries,
as well as grains like corn, barley and rye.
His leadership in the Republican party earned him the job of
Marstons Mills postmaster from April 1873, so he moved the
post office to the farm. Active in civic affairs, he served on the
school committee and took part in public debates.
Evidently unhappy with the local Methodists and Universalists
he joined the West Barnstable church, and took active part in
Congregational conferences. Dr. Bruce, the colorful

The “Ardent Alligator” as it looks today. Photo by David Brownell. Cape Grand Prix Auto Race, 1935 continued...

speakeasy across Race Lane from the
airport, then called the Aviation
Clubhouse, which became a mess
hall during the Second World War.
During my research I learned that
the 1935 race was not the only race
history in that location. In earlier
years horse races were held on a onemile stretch on the road so named,
Race Lane! But that is a story for
another day.
-by Rick Presbrey

The winner of the race was Langdon
Quimby, who was a frequent winner in the
race series. Quimby was from Maine, and at
some-point moved to Orleans, where he lived
until his death in 1994.
The car that alerted me to the race in the
Mills, which I first saw in about 2005 at a
street race for vintage cars in Pittsburgh,
came in sixth at the Mills race, driven by
Douglas Collins. Prior to 1934 the car, a Riley
Brooklands, raced successfully in England
and Europe until being sold to two other
Collier brothers, Miles and Sam, who
refurbished the car and, being from southern
Florida, named the car the “Ardent
Alligator,” which it is still called today.
Snow, driving his Bugatti-Ford V-8 didn’t
finish the race because of a bent axle, which
gives us another clue about how rough the
course must have been. Reports indicate that
the dusty and tired drivers and their crews
adjourned soon after the race to the former
Gifford Farm, continued...
Universalist physician set up office in Hinckley's home
in 1860, but soon went off to serve as surgeon in the
Civil War.
In 1882 Mr. Hinckley was evidently unwell. He moved
to Boston then western New York, and finally
Falmouth where he died. He sold all of his extensive
lands in Barnstable to Sylvanus Bourne of Wareham.

Photo source unknown.

Sylvanus Bourne (1824-1887) was a successful farmer in
Wareham, namesake and nephew of the engineer who built the
Cape Cod railroad from Middleboro to Hyannis. Having lost his
first wife, he met and married the Marstons Mills widow Lydia
Frances Wood, sister of the local painter Waterman Wood.
Mr. Bourne bought the huge Russell Hinckley estate in
1882. He started off buying 50 sheep. Horace, his 17-year-old
son by his first wife, created a stir by producing in the first year

6,865 eggs from 45 chickens.
At the county fair, Mr. Bourne won prizes for his bull and crops
like beans, corn, rye, potatoes and sunflowers. His wife, Lydia,
won prizes for her tidies, toilet set, sofa pillows and
rugs. Sylvester died of pneumonia at age 58 in 1887.
The farm was bought in 1890 by a well-to-do woman from East
Boston, Caroline A. Pearson (1838-1905),
continued on page 8
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SANDY SNEAKERS WALKS THE VILLAGE
Oh my what a delight. The Christmas Stroll 2019
finale—a beautiful wrap, with hot chocolate, hot
dogs, popcorn and the live Nativity play performed
by the children of the village next to the Nativity
display. They brought the scene to life! The
lighting of the tree with the Christmas caroling
chorus of our own “village people.”

Speaking of Christmas hats off to our village postal service delivering multitudes
of Christmas cards, letters and packages in their Grumman Life Long Vehicle.
What is a Grumman Life Long
Vehicle? So glad you asked.
The LLV is an American light
transport truck model designed
as a mail truck for the United
States Postal Service. A
competition was held to contract with a company to design a vehicle superior in
serviceability, handling and economical for curbside and residential
Outside the Marstons Mills post office, the LLV fleet stands in a row.
delivery. I do not want to get technical, but the chassis is based on 1982
Chevrolet S-10 manufactured by General Motors. In 2009, the lifespan was declared to be thirty
years. Approximately one-hundred thousand LLVs are in the USPS fleet. The Marstons Mills fleet
goes the extra mile with a smile through all kinds of weather.
Checking out sneakerology. Are we related?
‘Til next time!
Text and photos by Sandra Bolton
Gifford Farm, continued...
wife of Andrew Jackson Bodge (1834-1912) of Melrose. Born in New Hampshire, he worked for the
Boston gas works for many years.

“Carrie” became a popular village
leader, giving eight years as Superintendent of the Methodist Sunday
School, and organizing ice cream socials, and temperance concerts
featuring “The Saloon Must Go!” Andrew set about once cultivating
the farm, and developing the Hinckley swamp into a cranberry bog.
In 1898, Mr. Bodge and his wife sold the farm for $3000 to the
Kleinschmidts, and moved to “Riverside Glen”, the Ansel Fuller
house on River Road.
Up until the turn of the century, the 500-acre estate had been a
gentleman’s farm. Next issue, we will tell how in the twentieth
century it was to become a dairy farm by German immigrants and by
the Gifford family, and finally a duck farm.
Gifford Farm, MMHS archives
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- by James Gould
This article first appeared in the Barnstable Enterprise December 25, 2009.

